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“The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: neither 
shall they say, Lo here! or, lo, there! for, behold, the kingdom of 
God is within you” Luke 17:20, 21.

The kingdom of heaven can be felt, but not seen. The inward 
working of the Spirit of God is compared to leaven.... Christ by 
this parable illustrates the human heart. The leaven of truth, 
working inwardly will be revealed in the life. The heart must 
be cleansed from all impurity, man must be fitted with traits of 
character that will enable him to do service for God in any line. 
The process is invisible by which the leaven changes the mass 
of meal into which it has been introduced, but it works until the 
meal is converted into bread. So must the Spirit of God work a 
radical change. New faculties are not supplied, but a thorough 
change is made in the employment of those faculties. The nat-
ural inclinations are softened and subdued. New thoughts, new 
feelings, new motives are implanted. But while every faculty is 
regenerated, man does not lose his identity....

The Scriptures are the great agency in this transformation. 
Christ prayed, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth” (John 17:17). In this great work we are laborers together 
with God. With the divine agency there is to be the cooperation 
of the human instrument....

The meal in which the leaven has been hid represents the 
heart that believes and receives Jesus. Christ works out the prin-
ciples which He alone can work in. The world looks upon this 
class as a mystery which they cannot solve. The selfish, mon-
ey-loving man lives to eat and drink and enjoy his worldly goods. 
But he does not keep eternity in view. He loses the eternal world 
from his reckoning. But those who receive and believe the truth 
have that faith which works by love and purifies the soul from 
everything sensual. The world cannot know them, for they are 
keeping in view eternal realities. A motive power is working with-
in to transform the character. A constraining influence received 
from heaven is working like the leaven hid in the meal. The love 
of Jesus has come into the heart with its redeeming power to 
conquer the entire being, soul, body, and spirit.—Manuscript 
82, June 26, 1898
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We believe:

•   The all-wise, loving God created all 
things in the universe by His Son, 
Jesus Christ; He is its Owner and 
Sustainer.

•  He met the challenge to His loving 
leadership and authority by 
reconciling the world to Himself 
through the life, death, and 
resurrection of His Son, the Word 
made flesh.

•      The Holy Spirit, Jesus’ representative 
on earth, convicts of sin, guides into 
truth, and, when abiding in man, 
overcomes all unrighteousness. 

•  The Bible is the record of God’s 
dealings with mankind and the 
standard of all doctrine; the Ten 
Commandments are the transcript of 
His character and the foundation of 
all enduring reform.

•   His people, in harmony with God’s 
Word and under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit, call all men everywhere 
to be reconciled to God through faith 
in Jesus.

•   Bible prophecy reveals that earth’s 
history will soon close with the 
visible return of Jesus Christ as King 
to claim all who have accepted Him 
as the world’s only Redeemer and 
their Lord.
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Writing to all the believers who “have obtained … pre-
cious faith … through the righteousness of God,” the 
aposle Peter used an expression that since that time 

has had significant, frequent use. For the believers of his time 
and for those in the future he expressed the wish that every-
one may be established in the “present truth”: “Wherefore I 
will not be negli-gent to put you always in remembrance of 
these things, though ye know them, and be established in the 
present truth.” 2 Peter 1:12. What is “pres-ent truth”? What 
statements concerning it are made in the Spirit of prophecy? 

The expression “present truth” is used by Sister Ellen G. 
White in the testimonies and was presented to her as some-
thing very important. Belief in the present truth is required of 
a person who wants to become a member of Christ’s body. 
Furthermore, belief in the present truth is inspired by the Spirit 
of God. And belief in the present truth is necessary to obtain 
salvation and eternal life. Therefore, the question is natural: 
“What does present truth mean? What is included in it?”

The term “present truth” is not difficult to understand. The 
word “present” added to the word “truth” leaves no doubt that 
it has to do with the truth as it is revealed in and is applicable 
to the present time. Let us consider the testimony of Manu-
script 56, written in 1899.

“Christ declares, ‘I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me.’ If the cross does not find an influence in its 
favor, it creates an influence. Through generation succeeding 
generation, the truth for this time is revealed as present truth. 
Christ on the cross was the medium whereby mercy and truth 
met together, and righteousness and peace kissed each other. 
This is the means that is to move the world.” –(MS 56, 1899) 
Lift Him Up, p. 230.

The “present truth” for today

Every prophet in his time was called by the Lord to give 
and emphasize the message that God’s people most need-

ed. It was the same with Sister White, for, according to 
the historical develop-ment of the church and the prophetic 
circum-stances, she presented the truth given by God. This 
does not mean that every new generation will have a new 
kind of truth; but it does mean that the eternal, revealed 
truth, according to the historical context and situation, be-
comes more timely and has a specific focus. For example, 
in times of wealth and a booming economy, the present 
truth will warn the believers of the danger of covetousness 
or love of money, the idolatry of wealth, and the lack of 
spirituality. Then again, in time of war, the present truth 
addresses the particular dangers of transgressing the com-
mandments of God if one joins a nation’s military forces. 
This does not mean that in times of peace the teaching 
concerning participation in politics and war changes, rather 
it becomes more timely and draws more attention.

An important factor affecting the present truth or the 
message to be emphasized at a particular time is the his-
torical development and condition of the church. In 1844, 
after the disappointment, for example, the Lord sent mes-
sages to gather the scattered flock; in 1888, also according 
to the need of the moment, He gave the message of Christ 
Our Righteousness. And here is another example: At the 
time when Sister White was alive, the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church had not sanctioned participation in warfare. She 
was not informed about the development of the Reform 
Movement in this context. She did not know that the faith-
ful Seventh-day Adventists were unjustly disfellowshipped, 
and she was not aware of all the consequences involved. 
Never-theless, through the Spirit of prophecy given her by 
God, she saw a coming crisis and the urgent need of ref-
ormation.

Let us consider another testimony published in The Re-
view and Herald, June 29, 1886, par. 9. “The Scriptures 
are constantly opening to the people of God. There always 
has been and always will be a truth specifically applicable 
to each generation. The message given to Noah was pres-
ent truth for that time; and if the people had accepted that 
message, they would have been saved from drinking the 
waters of the flood. Now suppose a certain people should 
say, ‘We have all the truth that our fathers had; we don’t 
want any more,’ and the God of heaven should send them a 
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message as He did to Nineveh. What would be the result? 
The same as would have resulted to the Ninevites if they 
had not repented. Sentence was pronounced upon them, 
but their repentance saved them. How thankful we should 
be that we have a God who will repent of the threatened 
evil, when the erring return to Him with true contrition of 
soul.” –The Review and Herald, June 29, 1886. 

Do formal Christian believers willingly accept the spe-
cial message for their time? Generally not. Perhaps this 
is so because the present applica-tion of truth requires 
self-denial and a change of one’s lifestyle. The historical 
development of the church has demonstrated this. The 
majority of the Jews did not accept Jesus as the Messi-
ah. The majority of the Catholics did not accept Prot-es-
tantism. In later years, the Protestant believ-ers rejected 
the message of the Second Advent Movement. It was the 
present truth for that time, but the majority of Adventists 
rejected the light of the second angel, the truth about the 
Sabbath, the third angel’s message, and the gift of the 
Spirit of prophecy.

What is the present truth for us today? It is still the 
eternal gospel that uplifts the faith of Jesus and the com-
mandments of God. It is the truth by which the Adven-

tists were tested in the time of World Wars I and II. 
It is the mes-sage and testimony that the Lord 

has given to the Reform Movement, which was 
called into existence in the shaking time. It 

also includes the Bible-based resolutions 
and recommendations that the General 

Conference makes from time to time 
to alert and protect God’s people 

in this time of darkness and 
apostasy.  Therefore, the 

present truth has always 
been and continues 

to be a test of 
one’s faith in and 

connection to the 
living God.
Present truth is a test

In this connection, 
making reference to the Sab-

bath, the Spirit of prophecy af-
firms: “Special truths have been 

adapted to the conditions of the gen-
erations as they have existed. The pres-

ent truth, which is a test to the people of 
this genera-tion, was not a test to the people 

of generations far back. If the light which now 
shines upon us in regard to the Sabbath of the fourth 

commandment had been given to the generations in 
the past, God would have held them accountable for that 
light.” –Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 693. 

The Sabbath truth is not a new message. How-ever, the 
messenger of the Lord states that our responsibility is re-
lated to the knowledge and light that we are given. There-

fore the apostle James writes: “… To him that knoweth to 
do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” James 4:17.

This principle is even clearer in the follow-ing verses: 
“And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and pre-
pared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall 
be beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not, and 
did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with 
few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him 
shall be much required: and to whom men have commit-
ted much, of him they will ask the more.” “If I had not 
come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but 
now they have no cloke for their sin.” Luke 12:47, 48; 
John 15:22.

The sphere of our sanctification and perfection depends 
on our knowledge. God is righteous and merciful. He does 
not require the impossible of believers. He only permits 
temptations to come to us that we can resist through the 
power of the Spirit of God. Therefore, He expects of His 
followers that they will call for divine help to obtain the 
victory over temptations and sins in their sphere. For the 
sins of ignorance let us pray as did the psalmist, “Who can 
understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults” 
(Psalm 19:12), and we will be covered by the righteous-
ness of Christ and His sacrifice. 

Our actions show the 
character of our faith

Who would we consider to be an unbeliever? Many 
would say an unbeliever is an atheist, but can we be sure 
that this concept is correct? Note that in the writings of the 
Spirit of prophecy “unbelievers” are those who have not 
accepted the present truth. This may seem shocking, but 
that is the definition that appears in the testimo-nies: “… 
Yet he has not accepted the truth for this time; he is an un-
believer,…” –Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 364.

In the Revelation, it is written that faithful believers can 
be found in every denomination (see Revelation 18:4), 
but it is also written that many who have preached in the 
name of the Lord will, in the day of reckoning, not be 
rec-ognized as His children. Matthew 7:21-23. The testi-
monies say the same thing:  “They [“people who profess to 
believe present truth”] may pro-fess much faith; but they 
deceive their own souls, for they will act out all the faith 
that they really possess. Their works show the character of 
their faith and testify to those around them that the com-
ing of Christ is not to be in this generation. According to 
their faith will be their works. Their preparations are being 
made to remain in this world. They are … citizens of this 
world.” –Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, pp. 196,197.

Our decisions, words, and actions reveal the charac-
ter of our faith. But good works can also be motivated 
by self-centered purposes and be deceptive, therefore 
God alone can judge. Nev-ertheless, the Lord expects His 
church to exercise discretion based on what a person does.
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When those in other denominations hear the present 
truth and are convicted, it will be seen whether they are 
true believers or not, depend-ing on what they do with 
the light they are given. Whether they accept the light or 
reject it is their personal decision. Whether or not they live 
according to that light is their own choice, but they thus 
show whether they are believers or unbelievers.

The problem of people having only a theoreti-cal faith 
was faced by the apostles in the early Christian church. 
“Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: 
shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee 
my faith by my works.” James 2:17, 18.

Surely the question will be asked, “What if people ac-
cept part of the present truth but reject other parts? Are 
they considered believers, or not?”

Professing to believe 
a part of the present truth

Today, we encounter many different 
Christian denominations–Protestant 
as well as Seventh-day Adventist–
some of which are very close 
to our understanding of the 
truth, while others are 
not so close but still 
believe some ba-
sic Biblical truth. 
Today this happens 
a lot with members of 
the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church. Although they 
profess to be Adventists, what 
is their posi-tion toward the pres-
ent truth? What should we relate to 
them? Sister White wrote a testimony 
to the believers in New York on August 3, 
1861, considering similar questions. At that 
time, the Seventh-day Baptists and the Millerites 
were very close in their understanding to the teach-
ings of the Adventists, but they differed on some points 
of interpretation.

“While in Roosevelt, New York, August 3, 1861, dif-
ferent churches and families were presented before me. 
The different influences that have been exerted, and their 
discourag-ing results, were shown me. Satan has used as 
agents individuals professing to believe a part of present 
truth, while they were warring against a part. Such he can 
use more successfully than those who are at war with all 
our faith. His artful manner of bringing in error through 
partial believers in the truth, has deceived many, and dis-
tracted and scattered their faith. This is the cause of the 
divisions in northern Wisconsin. Some receive a part of 
the message, and reject another portion. Some accept the 
Sabbath and reject the third angel’s message; yet because 

they have received the Sabbath they claim the fellowship 
of those who believe all the present truth. Then they labor 
to bring others into the same dark position with them-
selves. They are not responsible to anyone. They have an 
inde-pendent faith of their own. Such are allowed to have 
influence, when no place should be given to them, not-
withstanding their pretensions to honesty.” –Testimonies 
for the Church, vol. 1, p. 326. 

We must consider that the Teacher of all faith-ful believ-
ers is the Spirit of God. He teaches, recalls, and explains 
the truth. Those who have the same Spirit will reach unity 
of understand-ing on doctrinal and moral points and will 
form a united body.

The Biblical principle regarding the light is extremely 
important and refers not just to some but to all points 

of truth. If a believer does not have the knowledge of 
present truth, he will not be held responsible for light 

that he does not know. But when a true believer 
comes in contact with the light, he will read-

ily accept it. For a person to accept part of 
the light and reject another part is very 

dangerous. Concerning this Jesus 
explained: “Whosoever therefore 

shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall 

teach men so, he shall be 
called the least in the 

kingdom of heav-
en: but whosoever 

shall do and teach 
them, the same shall 

be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven.” Mat-

thew 5:19. 
According to the quotation 

above, the believ-ers in New York 
wanted to increase their mem-bership 

and attract more souls by opening the door 
and making church membership more acces-

sible to those whose faith was close to theirs. 
They considered such souls honest believ-ers. Nev-

ertheless, the inspired testimony of God did not support 
that idea.

Honesty and the faith of Jesus

Considering the problem in the churches in northern 
Wisconsin and New York, Sister White explained how 
to understand true, honest faith. “Honest souls will see 
the straight chain of pres-ent truth. They will see its har-
monious connec-tions, link after link uniting into a great 
whole, and will lay hold upon it. The present truth is not 
difficult to be understood, and the people whom God is 
leading will be united upon this broad, firm platform. He 
will not use individuals of dif-ferent faith, opinions, and 
views, to scatter and divide. Heaven and holy angels are 
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working to unite, to bring into the unity of the faith, into 
the one body. Satan opposes this, and is determined to 
scatter, and divide, and bring in different sentiments, that 
the prayer of Christ may not be answered: ‘Neither pray I 
for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on 
Me through their word; that they all may be one; as Thou, 
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one 
in Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me.’ 
John 17:20, 21. Jesus designed that the faith of His peo-
ple should be one. If one goes forth preaching one thing, 
and another differing with him preaches something else, 
how can those who believe through their word be one? 
There will be difference of sentiments.” –Testimonies for 
the Church, vol. 1, pp. 326, 327. 

In her writings, Sister White leaves no doubt that hon-
est Christians, who really have the faith of Jesus and 
keep the commandments of God, will be inspired 
by the Spirit of God and will have unity in under-
standing all points of truth as the church of 
God understands them. If one is convinced 
of the truth but does not unite with the 
people of God, what does this show? 
In the moment when the light 
comes to these souls and suffi-
cient evidence of the present 
truth is given, an honest 
soul will not resist but 
gladly leave an apos-
tate church and 
join the forces with 
the visible, organized 
body of Christ.

“Every believer should 
be whole-hearted in his at-
tachment to the church. Its pros-
perity should be his first interest, and 
unless he feels under sacred obligations 
to make his connec-tion with the church 
a benefit to it rather than to himself, it can 
do far better without him.” –(The Review and 
Herald, February 19, 1880) Testimonies for the 
Church, vol. 4, p. 18.

How is a person who has no interest in con-necting 
with God’s people to be considered? The Spirit of prophecy 
considers him an unbe-liever. And in the specific case of 
marriage, the Lord does not countenance making a cov-
enant with such a person. Such a case is mentioned in 
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 364: “My sister, 
dare you disregard these plain and posi-tive directions? As 
a child of God, a subject of Christ’s kingdom, the purchase 
of His blood, how can you connect yourself with one who 
does not acknowledge His claims, who is not controlled by 
His Spirit? The commands I have quoted are not the word 
of man, but of God. Though the companion of your choice 
were in all other respects worthy (which he is not), yet he 
has not accepted the truth for this time; he is an unbeliev-

er, and you are forbidden of heaven to unite yourself with 
him. You cannot, without peril to your soul, disregard this 
divine injunction.” –Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 
364. 

It is very difficult to be strong in such a sit-uation, espe-
cially if feelings, friendship, and engagement have already 
become involved. Therefore, God’s  Word warns every be-
liever to avoid taking steps that can lead to unhappiness 
and great struggles in this life and creating great obstacles 
to his or her salvation.

Avoiding compromise

Some consider it advantageous to approach believers 
of other denominations and become friends so as to win 

their confidence and find a way to cooperate with them, 
seeking to achieve some doctrinal agreement, even 

if compromise is necessary. Is this wise, faithful 
advice for the people of God? What do we read 

in the Spirit of prophecy? What can we see 
from past experience?

“Let it be understood that Sev-
enth-day Adventists can make no 

compromise. In your opinions 
and faith there must not be 

the least appearance of 
wavering; the world 

has a right to know 
what to expect of 

us, and will look 
upon us as dishonest, 

as hiding our real sen-
ti-ments and principles out 

of policy, if we carry even the 
semblance of being uncommitted 

till the popular voice has pointed out 
the safe way. The Comforter, the Holy 

Spirit, which Christ said He would send 
into the world, was to bear an unwavering 

testimony.” –(MS 16, 1890) Counsels to Writers 
and Editors, p. 95; Evangelism, p. 179.
“‘If therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body 

shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole 
body shall be full of darkness.’ Purity and steadfastness of 
purpose are the conditions of receiving light from God. He 
who desires to know the truth must be willing to accept 
all that it reveals. He can make no compromise with error. 
To be wavering and halfhearted in allegiance to truth is to 
choose the darkness of error and satanic delusion….

“Jesus Himself never purchased peace by compromise. 
His heart overflowed with love for the whole human race, 
but He was never indulgent to their sins. He was too much 
their friend to remain silent while they were pursuing a 
course that would ruin their souls, the souls He had pur-
chased with His own blood. He labored that man should 
be true to himself, true to his higher and eternal interest. 
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The servants of Christ are called to the same work, and 
they should beware lest, in seeking to prevent discord, 
they surren-der the truth. They are to ‘follow after the 
things which make for peace’ (Romans 14:19); but real 
peace can never be secured by compromising principle. 
And no man can be true to principle without exciting op-
position. A Christianity that is spiritual will be opposed by 
the children of disobedience. But Jesus bade His disciples, 
‘Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill 
the soul.’ Those who are true to God need not fear the 
power of men nor the enmity of Satan.

“In Christ their eternal life is secure. Their only fear 
should be lest they surrender the truth, and thus betray 
the trust with which God has hon-ored them.” –The De-
sire of Ages, pp. 312, 313, 356. “Now [after the end of 
pagan persecution] the church was in fearful peril. Prison, 
torture, fire, and sword were blessings in comparison with 
this. Some of the Christians stood firm, declaring that they 
could make no compromise. Others were in favor of yield-
ing or modifying some features of their faith and uniting 
with those who had accepted a part of Christianity, urging 
that this might be the means of their full conversion. That 
was a time of deep anguish to the faithful followers of 
Christ. Under a cloak of pretended Christianity, Satan was 
insinu-ating himself into the church, to corrupt their faith 
and turn their minds from the word of truth….

“After a long and severe conflict, the faithful few de-
cided to dissolve all union with the apos-tate church if 
she still refused to free herself from falsehood and idolatry. 
They saw that separation was an absolute necessity if they 
would obey the  Word of God. They dared not tolerate 
errors fatal to their own souls, and set an example which 
would imperil the faith of their children and children’s chil-
dren. To secure peace and unity they were ready to make 
any concession consistent with fidelity to God; but they 
felt that even peace would be too dearly purchased at the 
sacrifice of principle. If unity could be secured only by the 
compromise of truth and righteousness, then let there be 
difference, and even war.” –The Great Controversy, pp. 
42, 43, 45.

United in the truth, this should be our con-sistent prin-
ciple. The Spirit of prophecy warns: “In your genuine unity 
is your strength. There is a great work before us. Those 
who believe the truth, present truth for this time, are few. 
Let these be bound together in bonds of closest Christian 
fellowship, to strengthen one another. Let them stand 
shoulder to shoulder, hearts blended together in oneness, 
and bound up with Jesus Christ.” –Manuscript Releases, 
vol. 19, p. 19. 

The church’s judgment

Sometimes we receive questions such as, “Does the 
church have a right to judge who is a believer and who 
is an unbeliever? Does the church have a right to decide 
what is present truth and what is not?” Regarding the au-

thority that God has bestowed upon His church, let us 
consider the following testimonies.

“The  Word of God does not give license for one man to 
set up his judgment in opposition to the judgment of the 
church, neither is he allowed to urge his opinions against 
the opinions of the church. If there were no church disci-
pline and government, the church would go to fragments; 
it could not hold together as a body. There have ever been 
individuals of independent minds who have claimed that 
they were right, that God had especially taught, impressed, 
and led them. Each has a theory of his own, views peculiar 
to himself, and each claims that his views are in accor-
dance with the  Word of God. Each one has a different 
theory and faith, yet each claims special light from God. 
These draw away from the body, and each one is a sepa-
rate church of himself. All these cannot be right, yet they 
all claim to be led of the Lord. The  Word of Inspi-ration is 
not Yea and Nay, but Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus.” –Tes-
timonies for the Church, vol. 3, pp. 428, 429.

Conclusion

To summarize, God’s church has been entrusted with 
the present truth, and one who does not accept it–even if 
he accepts some portions of it and rejects others–is to be 
considered an unbeliever.

An honest Christian who does not have the light of 
present truth will be accountable for the light which he 
has. However, if he comes in contact with the body of 
Christ, receives the knowledge of the present truth, and 
then rejects it, he cannot be considered true or a believer.

God authorizes the marriage relationship to be formed 
only between church members–believers in the present 
truth.

In conclusion, we understand that God’s church has a 
visible, organized body on earth that is authorized to exer-
cise good judgment.

Because of the limitations human beings face in their 
sphere and in lack of information, this judgment is not as 
perfect as the judgment of God Himself. Nevertheless God 
does not authorize individuals to oppose the authority of 
the church which He Himself has given the church.

The  Word of God establishes principles, laws, rules, 
and limitations for the believers’ benefit and blessing. 
Therefore, each believer, and espe-cially those who are 
chosen as leaders, should “watch over the flock” and help 
the members and interested souls understand the im-
portance of faith and faithfulness toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God’s holy Word states through the apostle Paul: 
“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit your-
selves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give 
account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: 
for that is unprofitable for you.” Hebrews 13:17.

May the Lord bless His people to keep their under-
standing and teaching rooted in the Scriptures so they may 
be united and enlightened by His Spirit.
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God separated light from darkness 
 

The Bible was written not to entertain us but to 
guide us in forming our characters. It does not tell 
us what we want to hear but what we need to 

hear. If we search it conscientiously and diligently, we 
will find firm admonitions directing us away from evil 
or to waken us from our spiritual lethargy. At times we 
discover wonderful flowers of divine promises, which are 
always fresh with fragrances that transport us far away. 
The sacred Scriptures are a journey through the world of 
humankind that has been contaminated by sin and also 
to God’s world and the plan to free man from eternal 
destruction. 

From Genesis to Revelation, we are introduced to the 
Creator, who can do everything, who made the macro-
cosm and the microcosm, one as huge as the other. He 
is a God who knows everything, for He is the fountain 
of infinite knowledge. He is a loving, merciful God, who 
delights in forgiving and raising the fallen. He gave His 
Son Jesus Christ so that all who believe in Him will not 
perish but have everlasting life. The Bible is not parch-
ment or dead paper; it is the source of life. Its pages 
challenge, inspire, encourage, comfort, exhort, rebuke, 
and especially guide us to the truth of God and not to 
fragile, deceptive human opinion. Solely by accepting its 
message sincerely in one’s heart, we can be freed from 
the chains of evil. This was Christ’s teaching. “Then said 
Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, If ye con-
tinue in My word, then are ye My disciples indeed; And 
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.” John 8:31, 32. As God separated the light from 
the darkness at the moment of creation (forthere exists 

a time of light in the everyday life of the human being) 
(Genesis 1:4, 5), so today the Saviour wants to illumi-
nate our minds that have been invaded by the darkness 
of sin. We want to delve into one of the most beautiful 
and encouraging themes of the Holy Scriptures. We want 
to consider how important it is to develop trust in God. If 
we are His workmanship, if He has redeemed us through 
His blood, why do we not know Him better?Why do we 
not dedicate our lives to having a relationship with Him 
and making experiences in the life of faith? The Psalmist-
invites us to make such experiences, resulting in the de-
velopment of trust in God. “O taste and see that the Lord 
is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in Him.” Psalm 
34:8. “How shall we know for ourselves God’s goodness 
and His love? The psalmist tells us– not, hear and know, 
read and know, or believe and know; but–‘Taste and see 
that the Lord is good.’ Instead of relying upon the word 
of another, taste for yourself. “Experience is knowledge 
derived from experiment. Experimental religion is what 
is needed now…. Some–yes, a large number–have a 
theoretical knowledge of religious truth, but have never 
felt the renewing power of divine grace upon their own 
hearts…. They have never tasted and learned by experi-
ence that the Lord is good…. “Communion with Christ–
how unspeakably precious! Such communion it is our 
privilege to enjoy if we will seek it, if we will make any 
sacrifice to secure it…. “He can testify: ‘I needed help, 
and I found it in Jesus. Every want was supplied, the 
hunger of my soul was satisfied…. I believe in Jesus be-
cause He is to me a divine Saviour.’” –Maranatha, p. 74.

Between theory and practice Solomon was the wis-
est man of his time, but he also became the most vul-
nerable to the decisions he made in his life, and he fell 
into terrible disloyalty. “So gradual was Solomon’s apos-
tasy that, before he was aware of it, he had wandered 
farfrom God.Almost imperceptibly he began to trust less 
and less in divine guidance and blessing, and to put con-
fidence in his own strength.” The king, who was once a 

Experimental Religion

By Jose V. Giner
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man of great faith, fell into the deep abyss of degrada-
tion. Incredible! “From being one of the greatest kings 
that ever wielded a scepter, Solomon became a profli-
gate, the tool and slave of others. His character, once 
noble and manly, became enervated and effeminate. 
His faith in the living God was supplanted by atheistic 
doubts.” –Prophets and Kings, pp. 55, 59. These de-
scriptions show how terrible was his degeneration, such 
that his case appeared hopeless. But, through God’s in-
finite mercy, he was not abandoned to his fate. The wise 
Solomon, who became the most foolish of the earth, 
acknowledged his sin and repented. He dedicated the 
last years of his life to warning his people of the dangers 
of trusting in oneself and forgetting that the power, glory, 
knowledge, and solution to every human problem come 
from God and that without Him there is only darkness 
and death. In his bitter adventure, he learned a lesson 
he would never forget and that he wrote for his time 
and his posterity: “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understanding.” Proverbs 
3:5. Here is the solution to unhappiness! This advice 
is priceless. Solomon put his confidence in God’s pow-
er to love, pardon, and restore. Everything that makes 
us bitter, confused, depressed, or desperate is remedied 
by complete trust in God. Solomon’s father, King David, 
made the experience of learning to trust God in every 
place and circumstance. Let’s look at the story. 

It was a time of war between the Philistines and 
Israel. King Saul was commanding the Israelite army. 
The Philistines had one soldier of extraordinary size 
and strength. Both armies were positioned for battle, 
and Israel’s enemies presented a challenge: If one of 
God’s people was able to defeat the giant Goliath, the 
Philistines would submit to Israel; but if the giant was 
victorious, Israel would serve the Philistines. They had 
confidence in their giant, while the Israelites trembled in 
fear. “And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, 
fled from him, and were sore afraid.” 1 Samuel 17:24. 
Forforty days–once every morning and again in the after-
noon–Goliath had challenged Israel, but no one dared to 
accept the challenge. It is interesting to note that King 
Saul’s troops were arranged in order for battle (1 Samuel 
17:2); but in the hour of truth, the soldiers fled in terror. 
This makes me think that we can be in the church, be 
members, know the teachings, profess to believe the 
truth, and in the critical hour “take off running.” What 
do I mean? Knowledge of the gospel is one thing, and 
something very different is experience in the gospel. The 
two must go together, but unfortunately many believers 
separate them. It is easy to believe, but to live what 
one believes is much more complex, just as the world is 
full of incoherence (saying one thing and doing anoth-

er). The Israelite soldiers understood that God existed, 
that He was omnipotent, and that Israel was His pecu-
liar people, but they failed to put this into action. They 
dared not meet Goliath, because they measured their 
strength with his. However, God wanted to give Israel a 
lesson in trust. A personal experience One day the young 
David comes into the camp and grasps the situation. His 
spiritual zeal is manifested, and he is brought before the 
king, to whom he says: “Let no man’s heart fail because 
of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” 
When the weak king hears the young man, he wants to 
figure out the reason for David’s courage. “Forget it. You 
are young; you have no experience. That giant has been 
a soldier since his youth; you have everything to lose. 
Impossible!” Here is an a priori defeat. 

Can one lose before going to battle? Yes. Do we often 
get discouraged before squarely confronting the prob-
lems? Yes. How can we succeed if we enter the battle 
against the enemy, against the challenges of life, with a 
faint heart? Most likely we will lose. We can find the rea-
son for this in our lack of experience in the life of faith. 
We need to cultivate a close relationship with God. To 
know God is to love Him, believe Him, and completely 
to trust in His word. David had made that experience. 
He was a simple shepherd, and sometimes he became 
involved in special situations that required him to trust 
completely in God and not in his own strength. When 
a lion or a bear snatched a lamb from the flock, David 
went after it and smote it,recovering his animal.And if 
the lion or the bear turned on David, he took it by the 
jaw and killed it. It seems easy, but it is not. To do this 
requires great bravery, strength, and courage, but espe-
cially faith in God’s strength, because with Him every-
thing is possible. Matthew 19:26. Our challenge is to 
believe that this is so, because, to the one who believes, 
everything is possible. Mark 9:23. 

We can see ourselves in many complex situations 
during our lives– moments when we are in danger of 
death, severe sickness, accident, poverty, misunder-
standing, contempt, persecution,ridicule, abuse of pow-
er, loss of liberty, etc. Certainly you who are reading 
this have already gone through this, or you are pass-
ing through some similar stages that are as bitter as 
gall. What can I tell you? The same thing I tell myself 
every day: “Trust in God;” “make religion a life experi-
ence.”Yes, we need to move from what we know to what 
we can experience by faith in God.

David referred King Saul to his experience with lions 
and bears. He did not know the art of war, the soldier’s 
world with spear orlance. His strength was not of the 
same kind as that of the giant Goliath; he had experi-
ence with the God of heaven, and that was greater. “The 
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Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and 
out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the 
hand of this Philistine.” 1 Samuel 17:37. He presented 
no argument concerning his strength or his strategy. No! 
He trusted solely in God’s power! What a wonderful ex-
ample for us! That was how he confronted the Philistine 
soldier and defeated him with a stone. Is it logical? It is 
not logical, but it is real. 

God is not confined to logic or to what is possible 
from a human point of view. God is above the laws of 
physics and chemistry; He can divide seas, stop the 
course of rivers, halt the rotation of the world, calm the 
tempest on the sea, rain food from heaven, heal incur-
able diseases, raise the dead … and much more. That 
is the God we serve. Praise His name! Look unto Me, 
and be saved After his deep repentance, Solomon re-
gained his trust in God, and it was shown in the words 
he wrote, as quoted above: “Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understand-
ing.” Proverbs 3:5. What does it mean to “trust in the 
Lord”? It is the gospel equivalent of trusting or having 
confidence in Christ, because He is the Lord. 

The Bible teaches that the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit are considered Jehovah. David says: “My help 
cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth.” 
Psalm 121:2. According to this text, Jehovah was the 
Creator of heaven and earth. The gospel of John affirms 
that Jesus was the Creator: “All things were made by 
Him;…” John 1:3. Paul says of Christ: “For by Him were 
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 
created by Him, and for Him:And He is before all things, 
and by Him all things consist.” Colossians 1:16, 17. 
The Holy Spirit also appears as Creator: “The Spirit of 
God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath 
given me life.” Job 33:4. This leads us to the conclu-
sion, as we said, that Jehovah refers to the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. Then, trust in God means to 
have all faith in the Father, who sits on the throne of the 
universe and is also the Judge of humanity; in the Son, 
who was sent by the Father to die for man; and in the 
Holy Spirit, whose work it is to bring man into commu-
nion with Christ, to convict him of sin,righteousness, 
and judgment, and to lead him to genuine repentance. 
“There are three living persons of the heavenly trio; in 
the name of these three great powers–the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit–those who receive Christ by liv-
ing faith are baptized, and these powers will cooperate 
with the obedient subjects of heaven in their efforts to 
live the new life in Christ.” –(Special Testimonies, Series 
B, No. 7, pp. 62, 63) Evangelism, p. 615. 

We can go to Jesus with our burdens, no matter how 
heavy they are, and find rest, pardon, comfort, hope 
(Matthew 11:28), and the trust necessary to conquerin 
the fight against sin and the world (John 16:33), for in 
His humanity He gained the victory over sin and now 
gives us His wonderful grace and power. Yes, our help 
comes to us from the precious Jesus, our dear Saviour, 
our Guarantor before the Father; Christ carried our sins 
to Calvary, where He made atonement with His death. 
He loves us, because He redeemed us with His blood. 
After His resurrection, He ascended to heaven and from 
there will return with power and glory to take us home 
with Him. Shall we not dedicate our lives to believing 
this wonderful message, but in the special way that 
trusts in the Author of the message and makes of our-
faith an experimental religion (based on experience)? It 
is my desire and prayer that this be so.
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Ever since our first parents gave ear to the proposals of 
Lucifer, the children of Adam have coveted and sought 
glory for themselves. To be like God, to have God’s glory, 

was the compelling idea that triggered men’s ambitions for 
glory. “For the ancient Greeks, glory was gained through 
great deeds witnessed and reported by others. Glory, or 
kleos (ultimate, immortal glory), was found, by most, on 
the battlefield. To truly attain glory, one had to not only 
face death, but do so willingly. To chase after death and die 
in battle would win the hero the most glory. This search, 
this running towards your violent death, is of the utmost 
importance in truly reaching kleos; without the purposeful 
search, glory cannot be won…. Homer reflects these ideas 
of glory in the Iliad.” –Krista Langlois, Quotes about Glory 
in the Iliad (http://study.com/academy/ lesson/quotes-about-
glory-in-the-iliad.html). 

To die pursuing glory was a sufficient reward for those 
who were trying to immortalize their names. “Give me glory!” 
was the shout of victory over the enemies of the ancient 
Greeks. Today, when only a few countries in the world still 
maintain the lineage of kings invested with royal honor, glory 
is equated with fame, such as that of movie stars, sports 
figures, renowned politicians, and famous scientists. The fact 
is that ambition for fame or glory is more prevalent today than 
ever before. Renouncing one’s glory, accepting humiliation, 
and giving glory to others is not an acceptable option for 
most people. However, when at the end that submission will 
convey more glory to the person, a temporary humiliation 
might be accepted for the sake of greater glory. 

The end may be thought to justify the means. That is 
what happened to King Henry IV of Germany in A.D. 1077. 
Pope Gregory VII had excommunicated him from the church 
and authorized the subjects of the kingdom to disobey the 
king. The collapse of his reign was imminent. King Henry 
understood that he had no choice but to humble himself and 
regain the pope’s favor. On January 25, 1077, with just a 
few people accompanying him and in severe winter weather, 
King Henry arrived at the door of the papal castle in Canossa, 

Italy. For three days, he had to wait outside, fasting, and with 
poor protection from the elements, until the pope ordered 
the door to be opened to him. Although this was one of the 
greatest humiliations ever inflicted on a king, he was willing 
to pay that price to recover his kingly glory. 

In the human perspective, glory and honor are related to 
distinction and superiority; the greatness of a man rests on 
his authority and power over others. From that perspective, 
humility and meekness are the opposite of glory. God’s glory 
“And he said, I beseech Thee, show me Thy glory.” Exodus 
33:18. The bold request of Moses revealed a burning desire 
to see the majesty and magnificent Person of God. Moses 
wanted to have a close look at the physical Person of God 
and to be more familiar with Him. Moses’ request did not 
offend the Lord, for it came from a heart desiring to be closer 
to Him. However, instead of showing His magnificent and 
imposing grandeur or the overwhelming brightness of His 
face, God presented something very different to Moses. God 
granted His humble servant’s request by revealing His glory 
to Moses from His own perspective, not in accordance with 
human thinking. “And He said, I will make all My goodness 
pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord 
before thee: and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, 
and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.” “And the 
Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name of the Lord. And the Lord passed by 
before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and 
truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the 
guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, 
and upon the children’s children, unto the third and to the 
fourth generation.” Exodus 33:19; 34:5-7. It is amazing how 
the Lord gave Moses such a close view of Himself! But what 
is even more awesome is the revelation He gave of His real 
nature. 

The Lord revealed to Moses what He wants everyone 
to know about Him–His real character. God’s glory was 
presented to Moses, but in terms that differ drastically from 
human standards. “Merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin,…” God reveals 
Himself as He really is. These are the characteristics that 
distinguish the true God from false gods, and more so from 

To God Be the Glory!

By Neptali Acevedo
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men. This is God’s glory. What a contrast to human glory! 
The world considers mercy, patience, humility, compassion, 
and other noble attributes of character as weakness. This 
distortion is so because the human concept of glory differs 
totally from that of God. That is why people were astonished 
when they heard Jesus’ teachings. His message was not 
what they expected; his doctrine was completely different 
from that of the Pharisees; it was something the Messiah 
they anticipated would never possess. 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 
earth. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: 
for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they 
shall be called the children of God. Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great 
is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets 

which were before you.” Matthew 5:3-12. 
Jesus made it clear that true greatness–true glory–
consists of reveling in God’s attributes of character. 

His glory is not from a battlefield where a 
powerful enemy is destroyed. It is not the glory 

of winning a medal in the Olympic games. 
It is not the glory of receiving the Nobel 

Prize for an outstanding achievement 
in science or some other field. In 

God’s eyes, it is not the glory of 
being elected president of an 

important nation that constitutes 
true glory or greatness. It does not 

matter how insignificant one may appear 
in the eyes of men, or that one holds an 

insignificant position in the world. If God’s 
character is revealed in the daily life, that person 

has the glory of God–an immortal glory known and 
prized in the heavenly universe. 
The last message of mercy God’s glory will be 

manifested in His children. The Sovereign of the universe 
made His character known to Moses so he could testify 
before Israel what he had seen and heard of God. In the 
last days–today–modern Israel is to proclaim a message, not 
merely a theory of the truth but a living testimony of God in 
us. “To whom God would make known what is the riches of 
the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory.” Colossians 1:27. 

As believers, we are to die to the ambition for this world’s 
glory. What the world considers glory is self-exaltation, and 
that is what the enemy wanted when he seduced Adam and 
Eve. Human glory is a denial of God. Even as people of faith, 
it may be that we are looking for the glory of a position in 
the organization, authority in the church, or some condition 
that lifts us above others. The last message to the world, 
the message that is going to convince the world of truth, is 
not a powerful argument supporting the truth but a glorious 
revelation of Jesus Christ living and working in His people. 

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
Himself for me.” Galatians 2:20. “In the lives of God’s people 
the truths of His word are to reveal their glory and excellence. 
Through His people Christ is to manifest His character and the 
principles of His kingdom…. “By implanting in their hearts 
the principles of His word, the Holy Spirit develops in men 
the attributes of God. The light of His glory–His character–is 
to shine forth in His followers. Thus they are to glorify God, to 
lighten the path to the Bridegroom’s home, to the city of God, 
to the marriage supper of the Lamb…. “It is the darkness 
of misapprehension of God that is enshrouding the world. 
Men are losing their knowledge of His character. It has been 
misunderstood and misinterpreted. At this time a message 
from God is to be proclaimed, a message illuminating in its 
influence and saving in its power. His character is to be made 
known. Into the darkness of the world is to be shed the light of 
His glory, the light of His goodness, mercy, and truth. “

The last rays of merciful light, the last message of mercy to 
be given to the world, is a revelation of His character of love. 
The children of God are to manifest His glory. In their own 
life and character they are to reveal what the grace of God 
has done for them.” –Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 296, 414-
416. To God be the glory “Be Thou exalted, O God, above the 
heavens; let Thy glory be above all the earth.” Psalm 57:5. 

What distinguishes the true followers of Jesus from the 
multitudes of professed believers is, in the first place, that 
His people do not look for acknowledgment when they do 
His work. They are not concerned about their names being 
mentioned or upheld for their achievements in the church. 
They just want to honor God because they love Him, and that 
is what really matters to them. Second, even though their 
lives are a paragon of loyalty and obedience to God’s law, 
they will never attribute anything to their own personal merit. 
In reality, they are so hidden in Christ that they do not even 
think about such things. They are fully aware that everything 
that they are, everything that they have, and everything that 
they do is the work of the Holy Spirit in them. 

Just as the creatures spoken of in Revelation and the 24 
elders attribute all glory to God, the children of the Most High 
will also give all honor and glory to Him. “And every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I 
saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever.” Revelation 5:13. 

We live because God has given us life. We are still living 
on this planet because Jesus sacrificed Himself to pay the 
penalty for our rebellion and the price of our redemption. We 
believe because the Holy Spirit puts faith in our hearts. We 
are justified because the Holy Spirit leads us to repent and 
accept Christ as our personal Saviour. We are sanctified, “For 
it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His 
good pleasure.” Philippians 2:13. Praise be the name of the 
Lord, for, even though we are unworthy, He had compassion 
on us and gave us His glorious salvation. “Now unto the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 1 Timothy 1:17. S
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