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The truth is efficient, and through obedience its power changes 
the mind into the image of Jesus. It is the truth as it is in Jesus that 
quickens the conscience and transforms the mind; for it is accom-
panied to the heart by the Holy Spirit. There are many, who, lacking 
spiritual discernment, take the bare letter of the Word, and find that 
unaccompanied by the Spirit of God, it quickens not the soul, it sanc-
tifies not the heart. One may be able to quote from the Old and the 
New Testament, may be familiar with the commands and promises of 
the Word of God; but unless the Holy Spirit sends the truth home to 
the heart, enlightening the mind with divine light, no soul falls upon 
the Rock and is broken; for it is the divine agency that connects the 
soul with God.

Without the enlightenment of the Spirit of God, we shall not be 
able to discern truth from error, and shall fall under the masterful 
temptations and deceptions that Satan will bring upon the world. We 
are near the close of the controversy between the Prince of light and 
the prince of darkness, and soon the delusions of the enemy will try 
our faith, of what sort it is. Satan will work miracles in the sight of the 
beast, and deceive “them that dwell on the earth by the means of 
those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast” 
(Revelation 13:14).

But though the prince of darkness will work to cover the earth with 
darkness, and with gross darkness the people, the Lord will manifest 
His converting power. A work is to be accomplished in the earth sim-
ilar to that which took place at the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in 
the days of the early disciples, when they preached Jesus and Him 
crucified. Many will be converted in a day; for the message will go 
with power. It can then be said: “Our gospel came not unto you in 
word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost” (1 Thessalonians 
1:5). It is the Holy Spirit that draws men to Christ; for He takes of the 
things of God, and shows them unto the sinner. Jesus said: “He shall 
glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you” 
(John 16:14).—The Review and Herald, November 29, 1892.
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By Antonino Di Franca

Psalms and hymns in Israel

“And these are they whom David set over the service of song in the 
house of the Lord, after that the ark had rest.” “So the number of them, with 
their brethren that were instructed in the songs of the Lord, even all that were 
cunning, was two hundred fourscore and eight.” 1 Chronicles 6:31; 25:7.

The song of Moses was sung often

“These words [the song of Moses] were repeated unto all Israel, and 
formed a song which was often sung, poured forth in exalted strains of 
melody. This was the wisdom of Moses to present the truth to them in 
song, that in strains of melody they should become familiar with them, 
and be impressed upon the minds of the whole nation, young and old. It 
was important for the children to learn the song; for this would speak to 
them, to warn, to restrain, to reprove, and to encourage. It was a continual 
sermon.

Moses instructed the Israelites to 
put the words of the law into music

“Evening and morning join with your children in God’s worship, 
reading His Word and singing His praise. Teach them to repeat God’s 
law. Concerning the commandments, the Israelites were instructed: ‘Thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when 
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up.’ Accordingly, Moses directed 
the Israelites to set the words of the law to music. While the older children 
played on instruments, the younger ones marched, singing in concert the 
song of God’s commandments. In later years they retained in their minds 
the words of the law which they learned during childhood.

“If it was essential for Moses to embody the commandments in sa-
cred song, so that as they marched in the wilderness, the children could 
learn to sing the law verse by verse, how essential it is at this time to 
teach our children God’s word! Let us come up to the help of the Lord, 
instructing our children to keep the commandments to the letter. Let us 
do everything in our power to make music in our homes, that God may 
come in.” –(Review and Herald, September 8, 1904) Evangelism, pp. 496, 
499, 500.

In the desert, Israel was blessed 
by music and singing sacred songs 

“As the people journeyed through the 
wilderness, many precious lessons were 
fixed in their minds by means of song. At 
their deliverance from Pharaoh’s army the 
whole host of Israel had joined in the song 
of triumph. Far over desert and sea rang 
the joyous refrain, and the mountains re-
echoed the accents of praise, ‘Sing ye to 
the Lord, for He hath triumphed glorious-
ly;…’ Exodus 15:21. Often on the journey 
was this song repeated, cheering the hearts 
and kindling the faith of the pilgrim trav-
elers. The commandments as given from 
Sinai, with promises of God’s favor and re-
cords of His wonderful works for their deliv-
erance, were by divine direction expressed 
in song, and were chanted to the sound 
of instrumental music, the people keeping 
step as their voices united in praise.

“Thus their thoughts were uplifted 
from the trials and difficulties of the way, 
the restless turbulent spirit was soothed 
and calmed, the principles of truth were 
implanted in the memory, and faith was 
strengthened. Concert of action taught 
order and unity, and the people were 
brought into closer touch with God and 
with one another….

“As the children of Israel, journeying 
through the wilderness, cheered their way 
by the music of sacred song, so God bids 
His children today to gladden their pilgrim 
life. There are few means more effective 
for fixing His words in the memory than 
repeating them in song.” –Education, pp. 
38, 39, 167.

Second Part

“The Power
of 
Music”
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“The Lord desires us to make mention 
of His goodness and tell of His power. He 
is honored by the expression of praise and 
thanksgiving. He says, ‘Whoso offereth 
praise glorifieth Me.’ Psalm 50:23. The 
people of Israel, as they journeyed through 
the wilderness, praised God in sacred 
song. The commandments and promises 
of the Lord were set to music, and all along 
the journey these were sung by the pilgrim 
travelers. And in Canaan as they met at 
their sacred feasts God’s wonderful works 
were to be recounted, and grateful thanks-
giving was to be offered to His name. God 
desired that the whole life of His people 
should be a life of praise. Thus His way was 
to be made ‘known upon earth,’ His ‘sav-
ing health among all nations.’ Psalm 67:2.” 
–Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 298.

The Israelites were lured 
into sin by heathen music

“Balaam knew that the prosperity of 
Israel depended upon their obedience to 
God, and that there was no way to cause 
their overthrow but by seducing them into 
sin. He now decided to secure Balak’s favor 
by advising the Moabites of the course to 
be pursued to bring a curse upon Israel….

“At Balaam’s suggestion, a grand festival 
in honor of their gods was appointed by the 
king of Moab, and it was secretly arranged 
that Balaam should induce the Israelites to 
attend…. They ventured upon the forbidden 
ground, and were entangled in the snare 
of Satan. Beguiled with music and danc-
ing, and allured by the beauty of heathen 
vestals, they cast off their fealty to Jehovah. 
As they united in mirth and feasting, indul-
gence in wine beclouded their senses and 
broke down the barriers of self-control…. 
They offered sacrifice upon heathen altars 
and participated in the most degrading 
rites.”  –Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 451, 
454.

Sacred music was studied 
in the schools of the prophets

“In both the school and the home 
much of the teaching was oral; but the 
youth also learned to read the Hebrew 
writings, and the parchment rolls of the 
Old Testament Scriptures were open to 

their study. The chief subjects of study in these schools were the law of 
God, with the instruction given to Moses, sacred history, sacred music, 
and poetry. In the records of sacred history were traced the footsteps 
of Jehovah. The great truths set forth by the types in the service of the 
sanctuary were brought to view, and faith grasped the central object of 
all that system–the Lamb of God, that was to take away the sin of the 
world. A spirit of devotion was cherished. Not only were the students 
taught the duty of prayer, but they were taught how to pray, how to 
approach their Creator, how to exercise faith in Him, and how to under-
stand and obey the teachings of His Spirit.” –Education, p. 47.

“Sanctified intellects brought forth from the treasure-house of God, 
things new and old, and the Spirit of God was manifested in prophecy 
and sacred song.

“Music was made to serve a holy purpose, to lift the thoughts to that 
which is pure, noble, and elevating, and to awaken in the soul devotion 
and gratitude to God. What a contrast between the ancient custom and 
the uses to which music is now too often devoted! How many employ 
this gift to exalt self, instead of using it to glorify God! A love for music 
leads the unwary to unite with world lovers in pleasure gatherings where 
God has forbidden His children to go. Thus that which is a great bless-
ing when rightly used, becomes one of the most successful agencies by 
which Satan allures the mind from duty and from the contemplation of 
eternal things.

“Music forms a part of God’s worship in the courts above, and we 
should endeavor, in our songs of praise, to approach as nearly as pos-
sible to the harmony of the heavenly choirs. The proper training of the 
voice is an important feature in education and should not be neglected. 
Singing, as a part of religious service, is as much an act of worship as is 
prayer. The heart must feel the spirit of the song to give it right expres-
sion.” –Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 594.

No songs were heard that would divert attention from God

“The art of sacred melody was diligently cultivated. No frivolous 
waltz was heard, nor flippant song that should extol man and divert the 
attention from God; but sacred, solemn psalms of praise to the Creator, 
exalting His name and recounting His wondrous works. Thus music was 
made to serve a holy purpose, to lift the thoughts to that which was pure 
and noble and elevating, and to awaken in the soul devotion and grati-
tude to God.” –The Voice in Speech and Song, p. 447.

On trips to Jerusalem, 
the people sang the commandments  

“The journey to Jerusalem, in the simple patriarchal style, amidst the 
beauty of the springtime, the richness of midsummer, or the ripened 
glory of autumn, was a delight. With offerings of gratitude they came, 
from the man of white hairs to the little child, to meet with God in His 
holy habitation. As they journeyed, the experiences of the past, the 
stories that both old and young still love so well, were recounted to the 
Hebrew children. The songs that had cheered the wilderness wandering 
were sung. God’s commandments were chanted, and, bound up with 
the blessed influences of nature and of kindly human association, they 
were forever fixed in the memory of many a child and youth.” –Educa-
tion, p. 42.
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In his teens, 
David sang hymns that he composed 

“… David, in the freshness of boyhood, kept watch of his flocks as 
they grazed on the hills surrounding Bethlehem. The simple shepherd 
boy sang the songs of his own composing, and the music of his harp 
made a sweet accompaniment to the melody of his fresh young voice. 
The Lord had chosen David, and was preparing him, in his solitary life 
with his flocks, for the work He designed to commit to his trust in after 
years.” –Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 637.

He composed psalms for the people to sing 

“The service of song was made a regular part of religious worship, 
and David composed psalms, not only for the use of the priests in the 
sanctuary service, but also to be sung by the people in their journeys to 
the national altar at the annual feasts. The influence thus exerted was 
far-reaching, and it resulted in freeing the nation from idolatry. Many of 
the surrounding peoples, beholding the prosperity of Israel, were led to 
think favorably of Israel’s God, who had done such great things for His 
people.” –Evangelism, p. 497.

“Through song, David, amidst the vicissitudes of his changeful life, 
held communion with heaven.” –Education, p. 164.

Music had a holy purpose

“Music was made to serve a holy purpose, to lift the thoughts to that 
which is pure, noble, and elevating, and to awaken in the soul devotion 
and gratitude to God. What a contrast between the ancient custom and 
the uses to which music is now too often devoted! How many employ 
this gift to exalt self, instead of using it to glorify God! A love for music 
leads the unwary to unite with worldlovers in pleasure gatherings where 
God has forbidden His children to go. Thus that which is a great bless-
ing, when rightly used, becomes one of the most successful agencies by 
which Satan allures the mind from duty and from the contemplation of 
eternal things.

“Music forms a part of God’s worship in the courts above, and we 
should endeavor, in our songs of praise, to approach as nearly as pos-
sible to the harmony of the heavenly choirs. The proper training of the 
voice is an important feature in education, and should not be neglect-
ed.” –(Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 594) Messages to Young People, p. 
291.
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By José V. Giner

Blindness always impressed me. When I saw a blind person, I thought it 
was the worst thing that can happen to a person. Over the years I had 
the opportunity to meet and live with a brother who suffered from this 

physical dysfunction and he radically changed my opinion.
He cooked, read the Bible (in Braille), had his house well organized, 

everything in his place and a place for everything; he was very methodical 
and moved down the street quite easily aided by his cane. Through his ear 
he perceived the presence of things and people, he could intuit much more 
than I could and he often impressed me with his sense of direction. Some-
times we both drove the vehicle; As we were in the city where he lived, he 
knew the streets quite a bit, but I didn’t think that to the point of knowing 
how to navigate from a moving car. “You have passed by. The street we are 
looking for is the previous one ”, he told me. “How can it be? But if you 
don’t see ”–I answered him. And he was right, he had passed me by. She 
had actually developed his sense of hearing much more than people who 
see do, to compensate for the lack of sight.

I remember one day when we were both going up the stairs of the 
house where we lived, suddenly the power went out and I stopped because 
I didn’t

saw. He told me smiling as he continued up the stairs: “The people you 
see have a lot of problems.”

I really liked hearing the brother say: “I thank God that he has given me 
the spiritual sight that is much more important in my life. I just wait for the 
moment when the Lord Jesus returns to this earth and also gives me my 
physical vision ”. From that experience I realized that spiritual blindness was 
much more catastrophic than physical blindness.

The blindness of the soul’s eyes

Spiritual blindness is characterized by not discerning the things of God. 
It may be that the person thinks he sees, but is deprived on the level of spir-
itual vision, just as the physical blind is deprived of physical light. In the Bible 
it is presents the subject of spiritual blindness in a very clear way and

Compare with darkness or darkness. Darkness can represent death (Job 
10: 21-22); the difficulties and problems of life (Ps. 23: 4); the condition of 
all those who do not know or do not accept Christ as personal Savior (Mt. 
15:14) and finally those who, knowing Christ and having accepted him in 
their hearts, do not live up to their faith.

In this writing we will deal with the latter, because it directly affects us. In 
the book of Revelation the Lord addresses his admonition to the Laodicean 
church: “The message to the Laodicean church is a surprising denunciation 
and applies to the present people of God” (JT1, 327). It is a strong mes-
sage, a harsh rebuke, but coupled with an invitation to repentance. The 

problem with the Laodicean is that he thinks 
he has everything, that he has reached a 
level where he does not need anything. But 
Jesus presents his true condition: “You are 
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked” 
(Rev. 3:17). “The spiritual blindness of many 
of our brothers causes sadness in heaven” 
(OE, 316).

The language the Lord uses to qualify 
his children as the end is hard and difficult 
to digest, but it is reality. There is nothing 
worse than deceiving a person by flattering 
him, because we confirm him in error and 
condemn him to perdition. “What great-
er delusion can penetrate human minds 
than the confidence that everything is right 
with them when everything is wrong! The 
message of the True Witness finds God’s 
people in a sad deception, even though they 
sincerely believe the deception. He does not 
know that his condition is deplorable in the 
sight of God ”(JT1, 327).

Jesus wants our good, that is why he tells 
each of us to be jealous and repent of our 
evil deeds, because he loves us (Rev. 3:19). 
Wanting to remain in that situation will lead 
the Laodicean to be rejected by the Lord 
who will vomit him out of his mouth (Rev. 
3:16). Could it be that we suffer from this kind 
of blindness to a greater or lesser degree? 
How to regain spiritual vision? How to avoid 
being vomited out of the mouth of the Lord?

The cure for blindness

In the message to the church at the end, 
the True and Faithful Witness presents a 
message that is not one of peace and securi-
ty. He does not leave people alone, sleeping 
in his carnality, but shakes them strongly, to 
cure them of their spiritual blindness. It is not 
the time to preach messages that lull the ear, 
although it is true that we need the comfort 

“Before 
I Was
Blind”
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and strengthening that the Word gives, it 
is no less true that we must realize our true 
condition of lukewarmness and sin.

God wants to save us, take us to heavenly 
mansions, and give us our eternal inheritance 
in Christ. Salvation is God’s gift to humanity, 
but we must all extend the hand of faith to 
accept it and as a result generate the fruits 
of the Spirit (Gal. 5: 22-25). Salvation is not 
obtained by works but by faith in the atoning 
sacrifice of Christ, so the Bible teaches. But 
genuine faith will always produce a holy life, 
harmony with the Law of God.

A Christian who receives the grace of 
Christ in his heart also receives the desire 
and the power to overcome sin. It is im-
possible for a believer full of Christ’s grace 
to continue to delight in sin. Another thing 
is that temptations assail him and that he 
sometimes, out of weakness, gives in to sin. 
But he does not live in sin, he is fighting to 
overcome every flaw in his character by the 
power of God. However, there are believers 
who get carried away by his weaknesses and 
do not do much to overcome them. Thus 
they are installed in a deceptive security.

Hence, Jesus, seeing the deplorable con-
dition of his people, extends his loving hand, 
full of love and mercy and says to each one 
of us: “Therefore, I advise you to buy gold re-
fined in fire from me, to that you are rich, and 
white robes to dress, and that the shame of 
your nakedness is not discovered; And anoint 
your eyes with eye drops so that you can see. 
Me I rebuke and punish everyone I love; Be 
therefore jealous, and repent” (Rev. 3:18). 

Oh, what a wonderful Savior who, de-
serving of His punishment and rejection, still 
loves us and urges us to repentance! Dear 

brothers and sisters, now is the time to hear the advice of the True and 
Faithful Witness; now is the time to put our lives in order, to seek the trans-
formation of the heart; now we must acknowledge our sins and confess 
them; yearning to reflect the character of Jesus in our lives and plead with 
him to restore us to spiritual sight. We must “buy gold which is pure faith 
and love; white clothing, which is the immaculate character, purified in the 
blood of his beloved Redeemer; and eye drops, which is the grace of God, 
and which will give you a clear discernment of spiritual things to discover 
sin. These things are more precious than the gold of Ophir” (JT1, 329).

The Lord sees the condition of his people and urges us to revive spir-
itual life. What condescension! He supports us for months and years; His 
Spirit struggles to conquer the unregenerate heart. He sends us warning 
after warning, his love tolerates us, waits for us and that makes most of 
them understand that after all their sins are not so serious because God’s 
displeasure is not visibly manifested. The Pharisee thought that he enjoyed 
the favor of the Eternal because of his personal merits: “I do not steal, I do 
not adulterate, I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I have ... I am not 
like this publican” (Lk. 18: 11-12).

The Pharisee thought he saw, but he was blind; because although it is 
true that outwardly he complied with the required standards, his heart was 
proud, contemptuous and he felt better than the others; Yet the publican, 
who thought he was a miserable sinner, found favor with the Lord. The eye 
drops, the grace of God, was working on his behalf and showing him the 
deep flaws in his life. He sincerely sought God in prayer, longed for forgive-
ness, the restoration of his soul and found it: “He went down to his house 
justified by him” (Lk. 18:14), said Jesus.

Those redeemed by the blood of Christ will one day be in the heavenly 
mansions; all of them will have fought a personal battle against sin and will 
have won. They are not people who never sinned, but longed for deliverance 
from the power of sin. The divine collyrium did this work, it showed them 
their sinful condition and they longed for heavenly riches above earthly ones; 
the white robe of Christ’s righteousness instead of his self-righteous robe.

Oh, how we need the eye drops of God! In Laodicea there was a 
famous medical school that produced an ointment for the eyes. Jesus 
took this fact and applied it to the church at the end. This color represents 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the believer who does not see his dramatic 
condition. God’s purpose is to restore the church and not destroy it. It is 
only by acknowledging our Laodicean state that we will seek the remedy for 
restoration. A sick person will never seek a solution to his illness if he does 
not recognize that he is sick. It is interesting that in the message to Laodi-
cea the key is presented so that each spiritually poor person is enriched; 
every spiritual nude be clothed and every spiritual blind man may receive 
his sight.

Those who despise the warning will be left in darkness and deceive 
themselves. But those who listen to it and zealously dedicate themselves 
to the work of turning away their sins from themselves in order to have the 
necessary graces, will be opening the door of their hearts so that the be-
loved Savior can enter and dwell with them. This class of people will always 
be in perfect harmony with the witness of the Spirit of God ”(JT1, 331).

“What should excite the greatest alarm is that we do not feel or under-
stand our degraded condition, and that we are content to remain as we 
are. We must go to the Word of God and to prayer, individually seeking the 
Lord with fervor, to find him. We must make this our first task ”(JT1, 331).

Jesus knocks on the door

Despite the harshness of the message to Laodicea, we also see in it a 
deep divine desire for restoration. It is not having sinned that separates 
us from God forever, but not wanting to repent. So let us not continue to 
cling to our sins. Let’s leave pride, fights between brothers, criticism, feeling 
better than others; let’s leave envy, coldness of heart. We may think that this 
is not serious in God’s eyes, but it is. Apparently we can be well and comply 
with the external rules of the church, we can enjoy the favor of others, but if 
the heart is not humble, if we tend to think badly of others and to discredit 
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them with our negative comments; if we do not seek to build instead of 
destroy; If we remain silent in the face of the injustices that some brothers 
do and support sin, if we are indifferent to the needs of the church, we have 
spiritual vision problems. We do not see and urgently need the True and 
Faithful Witness remedy.

The prodigal son saw his terrible condition and decided to return to the 
Father’s home for forgiveness and restoration. David confessed his horren-
dous sins and the Lord forgave and restored him. Peter wept bitterly when 
he denied his Master, because the salve of the Holy Spirit made him see 
the enormity of his sin and his true condition of being unworthy, but Jesus 
forgave him and restored him. Mary, the great sinner, marginalized and 
outlawed by the people of her time, found forgiveness and restoration in 
Christ, that is why she broke the alabaster jar and anointed the head and 
feet of the Savior as a token of gratitude.

Jesus presents himself as the light of the world (John 9: 5). Light is the 
opposite of darkness. In order for the light of Christ to illuminate our lives, 
we must allow him to dwell in our hearts. He stands at the door and knocks, 
let’s open the door for him now, let him take possession of our heart; then 
he will dine with us and we with him. This figure from the dinner shows us 
the state of intimacy that we can have with our Savior. He wants to enter the 
intimacy of our home, at that dinner we can tell him about our problems, 
struggles, disappointments, troubles, concerns, hopes, joys ...

How long has Jesus been knocking at the door of our hearts? Have we 
heard his call? Let us not despair despite our condition; Some will have 
fallen into the deep pit of sin, others will have moved away from the church, 
others will be struggling to free themselves from secret sins, others will have 
realized that they must have a deeper experience with God. Whatever it is, 
the Lord knows everything about us. He nevertheless asks us to open our 
door to him, he insists on being our friend. Dear reader, open the door to 
beloved Jesus, let him enter your life and begin to delight in his friendship. 
He will restore you, heal you, comfort you and give you hope, he will always 
remain by your side and one day he will introduce you to his heavenly 
home. Jesus expresses his greatest desire to enter the privacy of our home, 
and dine with us as his friends. At each dinner we can tell him about our 
problems, bitterness, disappointments, our dreams, concerns, victories and 
failures, with the assurance that each time we will be edified and encour-
aged in the life of faith.

One day I heard the story of John Newton, the well-known slave trader, 
born in London, July 24, 1725. He was the son of a merchant ship captain, 
sailing in the Mediterranean. His mother was a very believer and she taught 
her son the Bible at an early age. She planted the seed of the Gospel in his 
heart. At the age of eleven she went to sea with his father and made several 
trips with him before he retired. John learned the trade well and became a 
sailor for 20 years. We can already imagine what kind of life he led on the 
boats and what kind of people he had to be with. In 1744 he enlisted in the 
army. After having had a very negative experience, he defected and was 
captured and severely punished. Degraded he was appointed a common 
sailor and he himself asked to enlist in a slave ship. Finally John ended up 

being captain of his own ship, with which 
he was dedicated to transporting slaves. 
He became one of the most terrible and 
despicable traffickers of black slave human 
beings, still despised by his crew, because 
they always saw him drunk and without any 
respect for anything and anyone.

 John lived in darkness, he was blind, 
but his moment of light also came and one 
day while it seemed that the ship was going 
to sink, he experienced something that he 
later called “great liberation.” In this situa-
tion he remembered the God of his mother 
and cried out: “Lord, have mercy on us.” 
These words were written in his diary. When 
he passed the storm he began to believe 
in God. From 1755 to 1760 John Newton 
served as inspector of the tides in Liverpool, 
meeting George Whitefield, evangelist and 
leader of the Methodist Church of England. 
He became a disciple of hers and a min-
ister of the Word. He by the time he was 
ordained to the ministry. To attract souls to 
church he decided to compose a new hymn 
each week, because he had this gift. Among 
the hymns he composed is one of the best 
known worldwide: “Sublime Grace.”

Newton devoted much time and effort to 
the work of eradicating slavery, supporting 
his evangelical friend William Wilberforce. 
In 1807 the decree was approved in the two 
houses of the Parliament of England to abol-
ish slavery and Newton had the privilege of 
contemplating what he had wanted so much: 
See how slavery was eradicated through-
out the British Empire, considering that all 
humans we are creatures of God. Newton 
passed away at the age of 82 as Rector of 
the Church of St. Mary Woolnoth, in London. 
The epitaph on one of the walls of this chap-
el reads: “John Newton, clergyman, formerly 
an infidel and libertine, a servant of slaves 
in Africa, was by the mercy of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Preserved, restored and 
forgiven. And appointed to preach the Faith 
that he had for so long been destroying. “ 
The last words of this great man were: “My 
memory is almost gone, but I remember 
two things: That I am a great sinner, and that 
Christ is a great Savior.”

The hymn “Amazing Grace” tells the 
story of Newton’s life, astonishing testimony 
to his own experience. He was miserable, 
lost in absolute spiritual blindness, he did not 
see the light of heaven, but Jesus trans-
formed his life and made him an instrument 
of salvation for other souls. I do not think 
that the reader of this pastoral letter is worse 
than Newton was, and yet there was hope 
for him, that is why a stanza of the Sublime 
Grace hymn in Spanish says: “I was blind but 
I looked lost and He found me.” God bless 
you. Amen.
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By S. Gutknecht

“Need for  
Personal  

Evangelization”

Under the concept of “Personal Evangelization” we understand the at-
tempt of a follower of Christ for showing another believer from the Word 
of God: that he is a lost sinner and as such he needs God’s forgiveness 

and a Redeemer, that Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God and has been convert-
ed through his death in the Redeemer of mankind, how Christ can become his 
personal Savior, what it means to consider Christ as personal Savior and goal 
of life and how all life questions, difficulties and doubts find their answer in the 
Word of God.

Surely there is no doubt, in relation to the immense meaning of our theme: 
“Personal Evangelization” and not in terms of the great lack of evangelists. 
What we need today is an army of people believers of all ages, whose hearts 
have been touched by God, the whom he has called to win souls for Christ 
through personal effort. In 1 Samuel 10:26 we read: “And Samuel sent all the 
people, each one to his own his house. Saul also went to his house in Gibea, 
and the men of war whose hearts God had touched.

To this aspect belongs the willingness to give oneself completely to this 
task, regardless of time, money or appearances. We do not need as many 
good preachers and teachers as many more collaborators, whose sole objec-
tive is to make known to the lost the saving power of the Son of God. In John 
17: 3 it is written: “And this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true 
God”.

“The minister who is a collaborator with Christ must possess a deep under-
standing of the sacredness of his work, and of the labor and sacrifice required 
to do it successfully. He will not seek his comfort or convenience. I know he will 
forget himself. In his search for the lost sheep, he will not notice that he himself 
is tired or that he is hungry and cold. He will have only one object in view, –the 
salvation of the lost.” Evangelical Workers, p. 16.

“The last words that Christ said to his disciples were: ‘Behold I I am with 
you every day, until the end of the world. ‘ ‘Therefore, go and make disciples of 
all nations’ (Matthew 28:20, 19). Go to the most remote confines of the inhabit-
ed globe, and know that wherever you go, my presence will assist you ....

We are also given the same commission. We are commanded that Let us 
go forth as messengers of Christ to teach, instruct, and persuade to men and 
women, urging them to heed the word of life. TO we too are assured of the 
permanent presence of Christ. Any Whatever difficulties we have to contend 
with, whatever the trials we must endure, the following promise full of grace 
belongs to us constantly: `` Behold, I am with you all the days, until the end of 
the world ‘(Manuscript 24, 1903).

In the command addressed to his disciples, Christ not only outlined his 
work, rather, he gave them his message. Teach the people, he said, ‘keep all 
the things that I have sent you. ‘ The disciples were to teach what Christ had 
taught, and that includes what he had said, not just in person, but by all the 
Old Testament prophets and teachers. Excludes human teaching. It does not 
give place to tradition, theories and conclusions not to ecclesiastical legisla-

tion. No law ordained by authority ecclesiasti-
cal is included in the mandate. None of these 
things are to be taught by servants of Christ. 
‘The law and the prophets’, with the account 
of his own words and actions, are the treasure 
entrusted to the disciples to be given to the 
world.

The gospel is not to be presented as a 
lifeless theory but as a force live to change life. 
God wishes that those who receive his grace, 
be witnesses of the power of him (The Desire 
of All Ages, P. 766, year 1898).

We currently live in the final scenes of the 
history of this world. The grave responsibility 
falls on us to admonish a world with respect 
to his coming doom. From everywhere, from 
far and near, we receive requests for help. The 
church, piously consecrated to the work, he 
must take this message to the world: Come to 
the banquet of the Gospel; dinner is Prepared, 
come ... Crowns are to be earned, immortal 
crowns. The Kingdom of heavens. It has to 
be illuminated a world that perishes in sin. 
Must be found the lost pearl. You have to put 
back the lost sheep safe in the fold. Who Will 
you join the group of those who seek? Who 
will bring light to those who wander in the 
darkness of error? (Review and Herald, 23 July 
1895)” Evangelism, pp. 15, 16.

Some statements on “Evangelization per-
sonal ”: J.G. Bellet, who wrote several books 
for the honor of Jesus, says to the end of his 
life:

“If I lived my life again, I would dedicate it 
to the service of Shechem”.

By this he meant the work that Jesus 
did with a single woman at the Fountain of 
Shechem. Think of all the thousands who 
found Christ, not perhaps because of having 
listened to a great and famous evangelist,

but through the sacrificial service of an 
unknown and faithful servant, who tried to 
lead them to God with great gentleness, tact, 
and love. 

Second Part
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Spurgeon, the prince among preachers, once said:
“Even if I was super selfish and thought only of my own happiness, I wish, if I could choose, I was a fisher of men. I did not 

know any more perfect and indescribable happiness until I experienced, that through my service a man could find the Savior. 
Never has any young mother praised her firstborn so much, and thus neither has any warrior praised her victory! “

Despite this fiery testimony there are relatively few people who want to experience this full and indescribable happiness.
Also Dr. R.A. Torrey testifies to the same experience and explains that he was able to experience it for the first time cor-

rectly the meaning of salvation when he was able to lead the first person to Christ.
Being collaborators of God and ambassadors in the name of Christ is a great privilege that the Lord gives to people. 

Every truly converted person who follows Jesus in humility and gratitude has the privilege of collaborating in the plan of 
salvation of God.

But if we have recognized this privilege and wish to collaborate, then we are asked the following questions:

Do I sincerely believe that God wants and can save 
people?

Do I think God wants to use me?

Am I willing to let myself be used by God as
instrument?

Do I believe that God can save people and wants to
use human instruments?

Am I really convinced that God also
he may need? Have I personally experienced the salva-
tion in Christ and I feel the weight of souls so extend a 
saving hand to other people?

The Sacred Scripture answers:
“Because this is good and pleasant before our God
Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowl-

edge of the truth” 1 Timothy 2: 3, 4.
Many years ago H. Valeri once said 

about D.L. Moody, the great evangelist: 

“The world will see, what God can 
do with a man who is He has totally 
surrendered to Him.” 

Moody’s life testifies to the wisdom 
of the words of Valeri. On two continents 
Moody was used by God and thousands 
came to faith through his preaching and 
many still flow blessings through the 
works of faith that were founded for him.

“If our ministers understood how soon 
the inhabitants of the world will appear 
before the tribunal of God, to answer 
for what was done in the body, with 
what fervor would they work together 
with God to present the truth! How they 
would endeavor for inducing people to 
accept the truth! How tirelessly would 
work to advance the cause of God in the

world, proclaiming in word and deed: 
‘The end of all things are coming! (Letter 
43, 1902)” Evangelism, p. 17.

In Acts 8: 35-37 we read:
“Then Felipe, opening his mouth, and starting from this scripture, 

announced the gospel of Jesus to him. And going along the road, 
they came to some water, and the eunuch said: Make water here; 
What prevents me from being baptized? Felipe said: If you believe 
with all your heart, you may as well. And answering he said I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God”. 

“And after much discussion, Peter got up and said to them: 
Men, brothers, you know how for some time God he chose that the 
Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel through my mouth and 
believe” Acts 15: 7.

“So the word of the Lord came to me, saying, Before I formed you 
in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I sanctified you, 
Make the nations a prophet. And I said: ... Behold, I don’t know how 
to speak, because I am a child. And the Lord said to me, Say not, I am 
a child; because You will go to everything I have sent you, and you 
will say everything I send you. Not fear in front of them, because with 
you I am to free you, he says Jehovah. And the Lord stretched out his 
hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me: Behold, I have 
put my words in your mouth” Jeremiah 1: 4-9.

The answer is given to us by God in Acts 9:15:
“God said to him: Go, because this is my chosen instrument, to 

bear my name in the presence of gentiles, and kings, and children of 
Israel.“

We can answer like Isaiah:
Then I heard the voice of God, saying: Who shall I send, and who 

will go for us? Then I replied: here I am, send me to me” Isaiah 6: 8.

11

22

55

33

44
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THE TASK

There are seven reasons that underline the importance and great significance 
of the work of personal evangelization.

1. Confirmation through the Holy Scriptures

1.1. God’s will 
God reveals his being in his name, for speak already in the Old Testa-

ment of himself, as the Savior or Redeemer.
“They forgot the God of his salvation, that he had done great things in 

Egypt” Psalm 106: 21.
“Because I, the Eternal, am your God; the Holy One of Israel, I am your 

Savior. I have given Egypt for your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for you” Isaiah 
43: 3.

“Truly, you are the God who covers yourself, God of Israel, who saves .... 
Who He had heard this since ancient times, and he has said it ever since, but 
I the Eternal? There is no God but me, a just God and

Savior. None other than me” Isaiah 45:15, 21.
The same presentation of names is found once again in the New Testa-

ment, such as: “And my spirit rejoices in my God, my Savior” Luke 1:47.
“Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by order of God our Savior, and of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, our hope ”1 Timothy 1: 1.
“For this we still work and suffer disgrace, because we have put our hope 

in the living God, Savior of all men, especially those who believe” 1 Timothy 
4:10.

And at his time he manifested his word through preaching, that was 
entrusted to me by mandate of our God Savior ” Titus 1: 3.

The most yearning longing for God is the salvation of people and we 
check this especially in the following texts:

“I do not take pleasure in the death of the one who dies,” says the Lord, 
the Eternal-. Turn therefore and live” Ezekiel 18:32.

“That he wants all men to be saved and come to knowledge of the truth 
”1 Timothy 2: 4.

“The Lord does not delay in fulfilling his promise, as some they think, 
but he’s patient with us, because he doesn’t want us to none perish, but all 
proceed to repentance ”2 Peter 3: 9.

That longing desire is expressed in the sending of his Son Jesus Christ 
since he did not come, so that God could love us, but he came because 
God loves us.

The next texts give proof of this:
“In this the love of God towards us was manifested, in that God sent his 

only Son into the world, so that we might live for him. This is what love con-
sists of: Not that we have loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
as victim for our sins ”1 John 4: 9, 10.

And we have seen and bear witness that the Father has sent to his Son to 
be the Savior of the world ”1 John 4:14. But when the time was fulfilled, God 
sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the Law” Galatians 4: 4.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so everyone who 
believes in him not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but so that the world may be saved 
through him” John 3:16, 17.

1.1.1. The life of Jesus
Jesus knew that he only had three and a half years for his service public, 

but, nevertheless, he did not neglect personal work with the staff individually.

He called his disciples in a singular way

And he appointed twelve, whom he called apostles, to be with him, and to 
send them out to preach” Mark 3:14.

As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, 
he saw Simon and his brother Andrés, who 
cast the net into the sea, because they were 
fishermen “

Mark 1:16.
“The next day, Jesus wanted to go to 

Galilee, and he found Philip, and said to him: 
Follow me” John 1:43.

“A little later, Jesus saw two other brothers, 
James, son of Zebedee and John his brother, 
in the boat with his father Zebedee, mending 
his nets. And he called them. And they left 
immediately the boat and his father, and they 
followed him ”Matthew 4:21, 22.

“When Jesus was leaving there, he saw 
a man named Mateo sitting in the collection 
of taxes, and said to him: Follow me. And he 
know He got up, and followed him” Matthew 
9: 9.

Jesus conducted countless personal 
conversations. He is him and he remains our 
perfect example in life and work. His work was 
successful precisely because he tried reach 
the hearts of people and this is only possible 
through personal contacts. If we want to be 
successful in evangelism personal, we should 
endeavor not only to carry out the contacts, 
but in gaining the trust of people.

Some examples follow:
Nicodemus asked him: How can a man 

be born being old? Can he enter his mother’s 
womb again, and be born?” John 3: 4.

“Later, on a Jewish feast day, Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem. There is in Jerusalem near 
the Sheep Gate, a pool which in Hebrew is 
called Bethesda, which has five porticoes. On 
those porticoes lay a multitude of sick, blind, 
crippled and paralyzed [who were waiting 
for the movement of the water. [Because an 
angel from time to time he descended into 
the pond, and stirred the water. And the which 
descended first to the pond, after the move-
ment of the water, he was healed of whatever 
disease he had]. I know I found there a man 
who had been ill for 38 years. When Jesus saw 
him lying down, and knowing that long ago 
While he was like this, he asked: Do you want 
to be healthy? Sir, answered the sick man, I 
have no one to introduce me into the pond 
when the water is stirred, because as long as 
I go, another descends before me. Jesus said 
to him: Get up! Take your stretcher, and walk. 
In the act that man was healed. He took the 
stretcher from him,and he left. And that day 
was Saturday” John 5: 1-9.

“Jesus continued on his way, and came to 
a village, where a woman called Marta, she re-
ceived him at her house. She is she had a sister 
who her name was Mary, she sat at the feet of 
Jesus, and she heard her word.

But Marta, busy with many chores, ap-
proached Jesus, and she said to him: Lord, 
don’t you worry that my sister leaves me serve 
alone? Tell her to help me. But Jesus answered 
her: Martha, Marta, you are worried and dis-
turbed by many things. But one only one thing 
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is necessary. And Maria chose the best part of 
her, the one that she didn’t she will be taken 
away” Luke 10: 38-42.

“A Pharisee begged Jesus to eat with him. 
So, he went to the house of the Pharisee, and 
he sat at the table. So a woman from the city 
her that she had been a sinner, knowing that 
Jesus was at the table in the house of that 
Pharisee, she brought an alabaster bottle with 
perfume.

She stood behind him, at her feet, and she 
began to cry, to water with tears from her to 
her feet, and to wipe them with the hair from 
her head. 

She kissed her feet, and anointed them 
with the perfume. Seeing this, the Pharisee 
who had invited him, she said to herself: If this 
were a prophet, he would know what kind of 
woman touches it, that she is a sinner. Then 
Jesus He said: Simon, I have something to 
tell you. And he said: Say, Master. A creditor 
had two debtors. One owed him five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. And not having 
them with what to pay, he forgave both. Say 
then, which of them will love him the most? 
Simon replied: “I think the one he forgave the 
most.” Jesus said to him: You have judged 
well. And turning to the woman, he said to 
Simon: Do you see this woman? Between in 
your house, and you did not give me water for 
her feet. But she has watered her my feet with 
tears, and she has wiped them with her hair. 
You do not you kissed me; But since I came in, 
she hasn’t stopped kissing my feet of it. You 
did not anoint my head with oil, but she has 
anointed my feet with perfume. That is why I 
tell you that like her sins, that they are many of 
her have been forgiven, she loves very much. 
But who she little she forgives herself, she little 
she loves her. And to her he said: Your sins are 
forgiven. And those who were with him at the 
table began to say among themselves: Who is 
this, who also forgives sins? But he said to the 
woman: Your faith has saved you. Go in peace” 
Luke 7: 36-50.

“One of the crucified criminals insulted 
him, saying: are you the Christ? Well, save 
yourself, and save us. But the other rebuked 
him, saying: Do you not even fear God, you 
who are you in the same damnation? In truth, 
we suffer precisely, because we received what 
our facts; but this Man did no wrong. And he 
said to Jesus: Remember me when you come 
into your kingdom. Then Jesus he answered: I 
assure you today, you will be with me in para-
dise ”Lucas23: 39-43

The great mystery of the new birth and 
worship always communicated to individuals 
or small groups is the most successful path 
to be able to convince people of the truth is 
strengthening your faith in God’s plan of sal-
vation and awakening the eagerness to follow 
Jesus by taking the cross over us.

Following him is possible through personal 
conversation.

The missionary commission to his disciples shows the profound and true 
love of God for the lost person.

“Christ was not waiting until congregations were formed. Some of the most 
awesome truths he ever uttered were spoken to one person alone” Evangelical 
Workers, p. 203.

“Then Jesus came to them and said,” All authority has given me been 
given in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples in all nations, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, of the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to keep everything that I have sent you. And I am with you every 
day, until the end of the world” Matthew 28: 18-20.

Four times the broad word “all” is used in Matthew 28: 18- 20. On the one 
hand it represents the power of Jesus, on the other it traces the mission field, 
adds his doctrinal program and concludes by ensuring to the disciples the Om-
nipresence of his Master. In Mark 1:17 Jesus joins an invitation: “Follow me” 
with a promise “I will make you fishers of men.”

To be a fisher of men in the Gospel sense is to learn, first of all, patience, 
that is, being able to wait until God through his Holy Spirit move hearts to be-
come his disciples. Second, a fisherman he can only catch a fish when he baits 
the hook. In soul winning our heart has to be over the hook and only when our 
heart beats for the lost in love and willingness to sacrifice to attracted people, 
who are still in slavery. On

Third, industry and perseverance are indispensable necessary to free peo-
ple from the darkness of the night. The Bible reports that another power is also 
found very busy fishing for people and against this cunning power God’s Word 
warns us in 2 Timothy 2: 22-26:

“Flee youthful passions. Follow justice, faith, love, peace, together with 
those who call on the Lord with a pure heart. Discard foolish and foolish ques-
tions, knowing that they engender contentions. The servant of the Lord should 
not be contentious, but kind with all, apt to teach, suffered; that with meekness 
amend those who oppose it; in case God grants them to be repent to know 
the truth, and return to good sense, and escape from the snare of the devil, in 
which they are held captive at will he.”

This power is working tirelessly and has set out as a goal to win all people 
to himself. He wants to drive them to trap him into doing his will uncondition-
ally and for this reason, we, as collaborators of God to whom the breastplate 
of Ephesians 6: 10-17 is recommended to us, we have to put it on and give to 
those who listen to us, too, this recommendation. Only with this breastplate 
can we face the cunning attacks of Satan.
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