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The controversy concerning the Christian’s position 
toward military service has continued to our day. Can 
a Christian serve as a soldier? What does the Bible say 
about this? Does not the Old Testament clearly sup-
port military service? But how does that fit with Jesus’ 
words, “Love your enemies”? 

What position should be taken toward obligatory 
military service in time of peace as well as in time of 
war? And how should the commandment, “Thou shalt 
not kill,” be understood? Does it apply in time of war? 

Is there a difference between the private side, such 
as self-defense, and the public side, such as defending 
one’s country? 

As Christians, should we even carry weapons? How 
would Jesus act toward the order to carry weapons? 

Even serious Christians ask themselves, What is re-
ally right? How should we act? 

In this booklet, we want to give a Biblically-based 
answer to all of these questions. In examples in the 
Holy Scriptures one can see a clear line as to what 
God’s will is for us. 

We place this booklet in the hands of the honest 
searcher for truth and pray that thus a greater light may 
shine on his path of faith. God grant that you too will 
be found in His kingdom of peace.

Antonino Di Franca

INTRODUCTION
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Beacon of hope, faith, and truth in a
confused world.

We believe:

•   The all-wise, loving God created all 
things in the universe by His Son, 
Jesus Christ; He is its Owner and 
Sustainer.

•  He met the challenge to His loving 
leadership and authority by 
reconciling the world to Himself 
through the life, death, and 
resurrection of His Son, the Word 
made flesh.

•      The Holy Spirit, Jesus’ representative 
on earth, convicts of sin, guides into 
truth, and, when abiding in man, 
overcomes all unrighteousness. 

•  The Bible is the record of God’s 
dealings with mankind and the 
standard of all doctrine; the Ten 
Commandments are the transcript of 
His character and the foundation of 
all enduring reform.

•   His people, in harmony with God’s 
Word and under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit, call all men everywhere 
to be reconciled to God through faith 
in Jesus.

•   Bible prophecy reveals that earth’s 
history will soon close with the 
visible return of Jesus Christ as King 
to claim all who have accepted Him 
as the world’s only Redeemer and 
their Lord.
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THE CHRISTIAN
AND THE WEAPONS

By Antonino Di Franca 

1 - Christians Compose a Kingdom of Peace

Christ gave His followers true Cpeace. “These things I 
have spoken unto you, that in Me Cye might have peace. In 
the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world.” John 16:33.

“For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having 
abolished in His flesh the enmity,…” Ephesians 2:14. He 
is the Prince of peace. “For unto us a child is born, unto us 
a son is given: and the goverment shall be upon His shoul-
der: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 
Isaiah 9:6.

Christians are ambassadors of peace. “The word which 
God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ: (He is Lord of all:).” Acts 10:36. “And when 
ye come into an house, salute it [Menge, give the greeting 
of peace].” Matthew 10:12. They carry this joyful message 
to all peoples and nations. “And this gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for a withess unto all na-
tions; and then shall the end come.” Mattthew 24:14. 

Since they preach this joyful message, they rejoice to be 
called God’s children. “They are the blessed and happy chil-
dren of God because they work for peace.” Matthew 5:9.
 
2 - War in the Old Testament

The Old Testament of the Bible reports concerning the 
wars of Israel. However, war was and is not part of God’s will 
and plan but is a result of sin. Sickness, slavery, polygamy, 
and death are also the wages of sin. “From whence come 
war and fightings among you? come they not hence, even 
of your lusts that war in your members?” James 4:1. When 
the people of Israel were faithful to God and were threatened 
with invasion or attack by their enemies, according to God’s 
plan, He Himself would defend them. The “fear of God” 
would come over the enemy and they would suffer an inva-
sion of hornets and pestilence or some other calamity. “But 

if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; 
then I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adver-
sary unto thine adversaries.” “I will send fear before thee, 
and will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt come, 
and I will make all thine enemies turn their backs unto thee, 
And I will send hornets before thee, which shall driveout the 
Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before thee.” Ex-
odus 23:22, 27, 28.

Through such intervention by God, the Egyptians were 
struck with terrible retribution, including even the death of 
their firstborn; and Israel was delivered without resorting to 
weapons. Exodus 7-12; 14:4, 24, 25. The gradual destruc-
tion of the Canaanites would have happened in the same 
way. “Moreover the Lord thy God will send the hornet among 
them, until they that are left, and hide themselves from thee, 
be destroyed. Thou shalt not be affrighted at them: for the 
Lord thy God is among you, a mighty God and terrible. And 
the Lord thy God will put out those nations before thee by 
little and little: thou mayest not consume them at once, lest 
the beast of the field increase upon thee. But the Lord thy 
God shall deliver them unto thee, and shall destroy them 
with a mighty destruction, until they be destroyed. And He 
shall deliver their kings into thine hand, and thou shalt de-
stroy their name from under heaven: there shall no man be 
able to stand before thee, until thou have destroyed them.” 
Deuteronomy 7:20-24.

However, they soon became disobedient. They disre-
garded God’s wonderful intervention and were unthankful 
and rebellious. Because of their actions, the Lord could not 
help them any more, and they felt compelled to reach for 
weapons to defend themselves. “Remember what Amalek 
did unto thee by the way,… How he met thee by the way,… 
When the Lord thy God hath given thee rest,… that thou 
shalt blot out the rememberance of Amalek from under heav-
en; thou shalt not forget it!” Deuteronomy 25:17-19. See 
also Exodus 17:7- 16. 

The wars to liberate Palestine must be regarded as judg-
ments upon the depraved heathen. “But of the cities of these 
people, which the Lord thy God doth give thee for an inheri-
tance, thou shalt save alive nothing that breatheth: But thou 
shalt utterly destroy them,… That they teach you not to do 
after all their abominations, which they have done unto their 
gods; so should ye sin against the Lord your God.” Deuter-
onomy 20:16-18. In other cases, Israel was to offer peace 
before reaching for weapons. “When thou comest nigh unto 
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a city to fi ght against it, then proclaim peace unto it. And 
it shall be, if it make thee answer of peace, and open unto 
thee, then it shall be, that the people that is found therein 
shall be tributaries unto thee, and they shall serve thee.” 
Deuteronomy 20:10, 11.
 
3 -The Theocracy of Israel

Theocracy (derived from “theo,” God, and “kratia,” rule) 
means “rule by God” and is the form of government in which 
the power to enact laws, as well as the executive and judi-
cial functions, are directly in God’s hands or in the hands of 
those of His authorized representatives. This is a term that is 
not used in the Bible itself. It was used by Flavius Josephus 
to depict that form of government which God instituted on 
Mount Sinai. From the exodus of Israel from Egypt until the 
prophet Samuel, thus for several centuries, elders, judges, 
and prophets led the people of Israel under God’s direct guid-
ance. Around 1050 before Christ, Israel rejectedthis divine 

leading and demanded a king to assume the rulership, 
who would lead them in times of war, as was com-

mon among the heathen. In reality, they rejected 
God’s rulership, which led to a government that 

was halfway a theocracy. God permitted this, 
although it was not His plan for the people 

of Israel. 
“…Behold thou art old,… now 

make us a king to judge us like all 
the nations. 

“But the thing displeased 
Samuel,… And Samuel 
prayed unto the Lord. And 

the Lord said unto Samuel, 
Hearken unto the voice of the 

people in all that they say unto 
thee: for they have not rejected thee, 

but they have rejected Me, that I should 
not reign over them.” 1 Samuel 8:5- 7.

During the theocracy of Israel, there were 
some wars which were fought according to 

God’s will; others were entered into without His 
assistance or against His will. “But of the cities of 

these people, which the Lord thy God doth give thee 
for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive nothing that 
breatheth: But thou shalt utterly destroy them; namely the 
Hittites….” Deuteronomy 20:16, 17. “But as for you, turn 
you, and take your journey into  he wilderness by the way 
of the Red sea. Then ye answered and said unto me, We 
have sinned against the Lord, we will go up and fight, ac-
cording to all that the Lord our God commanded us. And 
when ye had girded on every man his weapons of war,… 
And the Lord said unto me, Say unto them, Go not up, 
neither fight; for I am not among you; lest ye be smitten 
before your enemies. So I spake unto you ; and ye would 
not hear,… and went presumptuously up into the hill. And 
the Amorites came out, and chased you, as bees do, and 
destroyed you in Seir, even unto Hormah.” Deuteronomy 
1:40-44. See also Numbers 14:40-45.

Time spans of apostasy were followed by others of 
spiritual restoration. Then, time and again God defended 
His people Himself in wonderful ways:

•   By hail: “And it came to pass, as they fled from before 
Israel, and were in the going down to Bethhoron, that 
the Lord cast down great stones from heaven upon them 
unto Azekah, and they died: they were more which died 
with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel 
slew with the sword.” Joshua 10:11.

•  By blindness: “And when they came down to him, Elisha 
prayed unto the Lord, and said, Smite this people, I pray 
thee, with blindness. And He smote them with blindness 
according to the word of Elisha.” 2 Kings 6:18. 

•   By an angel: “And it came to pass that night, that the 
angel of the Lord went out, and smote in the camp of the 
Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and 
when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were 
all dead corpses.” 2 Kings 19:35. 

•  By bringing confusion and strife into the enemy’s camp 
so the people of Israel didn’t need to fight: “And he said, 
Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the Lord unto 
you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great 
multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God’s.” 

  “And they rose early in the morning, and went forth 
into the ilderness of Tekoa; and as they went forth, Je-
hoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye 
inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the Lord your God, 
so shall ye be established; believe His prophets, so shall 
prosper.… “And when they began to sing and to praise, 
the Lord set ambushments against the children of Am-
mon,… and they were smitten.” “… And when they had 
made an endof the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped 
to destroy another.… They looked unto the multitude, 
and, behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, 
and none es aped.” 2 Chronicles 20:15, 20, 22-24.

    On general principle, the Bible explains that God used 
these wars as punishment– 

•  To chastise different nations because of their sins: “For 
thus saith the Lord God of Israel unto me; Take the wine 
cup of these fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, 
to whom I send thee, to drink it. And they shall drink, and 
be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that I will 
send among them.” “Therefore thou shalt say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Drink ye, 
and be drunken, and spue, and fall, and rise no more,  
because of the sword which I will send among you. And 
it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup at thine hand to 
drink, then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts; Ye shall certainly drink.” Jeremiah 25:15, 16, 
27, 28. 

  “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout 
the whole  earth, to shew Himself strong in the behalf 
of them whose heart is perfect toward Him. Herein thou 
hast done foolishly: therefore from henceforth thou shalt 
have wars.” 2 Chronicles 16:9.

•   To resolve a bad situation, or if there was no other way 
to bring about improvement. “Defile not ye yourselves in 
any of these things: for in all these the nations are de-
filed which I cast out before you: And the land is defiled: 
therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the 
land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.” Leviticus 18:24,  
25.
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•  To carry out His plans and achieve a victory. “And all these 
kings and their land did Joshua take at one time, because 
the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel.”Joshua 10:42. 
See also Joshua 6.

•  To accomplish righteousness and preserve the Lord’s hon-
or. “If thou shalt say in thine heart, These nations are 
more than  I;how can I dispossess them? Thou  shalt not 
be afraid of them: but shalt well remember what the Lord 
thy God did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt; The great 
temptations which thine eyes saw, and the signs, and 
the wonders, and the mighty hand, and the stretched out 
arm, whereby the Lord thy God brought thee out: so shall 
the Lord thy God do unto all the people of whom thou art 
afraid. Moreover the Lord thy God will send the hornet 
among them, until they that are left, and hide themselves 
from thee, be destroyed.” Deuteronomy 7:17- 20.

•   To teach the nations and even the Israelites a visible and 
important lesson concerning the terrible results of sin.

  When the apostasy among the people of Israel 
reached  terrible proportions, the consequences 
could not be held back. “The Lord shall cause 
thee to be smitten before  hine enemies: thou 
shalt go out one way against them, and 
flee seven ways before them: and shalt 
be removed into all the kingdoms of 
the earth. And thy carcase shall 
be meat unto all fowls of the air, 
and unto the beasts of the 
earth, and no man shall 
fray them away.” Deu-
teronomy 28:25, 26. 
See also Judges 2:11-23. 

  Chastisement could not 
be meted out by people, even 
hen it concerned a ruler, for they 
were lways faulty. Those who were re-
ponsible did not go unpunished  f they 
gave commands that  ere contrary to God’s 
will. In  his case, the people were not  ound to 
obey, rather it was their  solemn duty to resist.
 “And the king said unto the footmen that stood 

about him, Turn, and slay the priests of he Lord; because 
their hand also is with David, and because they knew when 
he fled, and did not shew it to me. But the servants of the king 
would not put forth their hand to fall upon the priests of the 
Lord.” 1 Samuel  2:17. See also 2 Samuel 24. Sister Ellen 
G. White wrote: “David’s power had been given to him by 
God, but to be exercised only in harmony with the divine law. 
When he commanded that which was contrary to God’s law, 
it became sin to obey.” –Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 719.

4 - End of the Theocracy

The monarcy demanded by the people did not meet their  
expectations. It led to apostasy, violence, and even to terrible 
bloodshed. Division soon came between Judah in the south 
and the ten tribes in the north (1 Kings 12), often leading to 
discord and strife. The first blow to these unfortunate circum-
stances came in B.C. 722 with Israel being carried captive to 
Assyria (2 Kings 17); and the last, which for all practical pur-
poses ended the monarchy, occurred when Judah was taken 

captive to Babylon in B.C. 586. “And thou, profane wicked 
prince of Israel, whose day is come, when iniquity shall have 
an end, Thus saith the Lord God; Remove the diadem, and 
take off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt him that 
is low, and abase him that is high. I will overturn, overturn, 
overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until He come whose 
right it is; and I will give it Him.” Ezekiel 21:25-27. See also 
2 Kings 24:25.

Then followed the domination of Babylon, Medo-Persia, 
Greece, and Rome. When finally, in the presence of Christ, 
the Jewish nation gave preference to the Roman Caesar, they 
rejected the theocracy forever (The Desire of Ages, pp. 737, 
738), thus sealing their own guilt and dispersion among the 
nations. That included the loss of divine prophecy as well. 
“And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the 
sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! 
But they cried out, Away with Him, crucify Him. Pilate saith 
unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests an-
swered, We have no king but Caesar.” John 19:14, 15.

“And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with 
armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.” 

“For these be the days of vengeance, that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled…. for there shall 

be great distress in the land, and wrath upon 
this people. And they shall fall by the edge of 

the sword, and shall be led away captive 
into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be 

trodden down of the Gentiles, un-
til  the times of the Gentiles be 

fulfilled.” Luke 21:20, 22-24. 
See also Matthew 21:33, 
46. Thus, the true believers 

have no kingdom in this world 
and live as pilgrims in search of 

the heavenly home: “These all died 
in faith, not having received the prom-

ises, but having seen them afar off, and 
were persuaded of them, and embraced 

them, and confessed that they were strang-
ers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say 

such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 
And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from  

whence they came out, they might have had opportunity  
to have returned.” Hebrews 11:13-15.
 
5 - The Old Testament Preaches the End of Wars. 

War did not lead Israel to a higher spiritual level. God 
permitted war, although it is against His will. “But though 
He cause grief, yet will He have compassion according to the 
multitude of His mercies. For He doth not afflict willingly nor 
grieve the children of men. To crush under His feet all the 
prisoners of the earth, To turn aside the right of a man before 
the face of the most High, To subvert a man in his cause, the 
Lord approveth not.” Lamentations 3:32- 36. 

The Levites, who were called for sacred service (at the 
time of the exodus from Egypt, they numbered 20,000), 
were not to touch a weapon. Can Christians, who are people 
consecrated to God, do otherwise and use deadly weapons? 
“So were all those that were numbered of the children  of Is-
rael, by the house of their fathers, from twenty years old and 
upward,…”  “But the Levites after the tribe of their fathers 
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were not numbered among them. For the Lord had spoken 
unto Moses, saying. Only thou shalt not number the tribe of 
Levi, neither take the sum of them among the children of 
Israel: But thou shalt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle 
of testimony,… and they shall minister unto it, and shall en-
camp round about the tabernacle.” Numbers 1:45, 47-50. 

“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the 
praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His 
marvellous light.” 1 Peter 2:9. Because David’s hands were 
stained with blood, he was not considered worthy to erect 
the temple for divine worship.

“But the word of the Lord came to me, saying, Thou 
hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made great wars: 
thou shalt not build an house unto My name.” 1 Chronicles 
22:8.See also 1 Chronicles 28:3.  The Old Testament clearly 
disapproves of war, bloodshed, the use of weapons, and all 
military science– military service of every type. It is written 
that the faithful believers who keep God’s commandments 
will in the last days (of the Christian dispensation) convert 

weapons into implements of peace. 
“And He shall judge among the nations, and shall 

rebuke many people: and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into 

pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war 

any more.” Isaah 2:4.
The Saviour will carry out this 

work of purification. He will com-
pletely remove all violence, all 

armies, and all armaments, 
and will establish a perfect 

new kingdom based on the 
foundation of the gospel, which 

is being preached to all nations to-
day. “And I will cut off the chariot from 

Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, 
and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he 

shall speak peace unto the heathen:  and his 
dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from 

the river even to the ends of the earth.” Zechariah 
9:10. “Come, behold the works of the Lord, what deso-

lations He hath made in the earth. He maketh wars to cease 
unto the end of the earth; He breaketh the bow, and cutteth 
the spear in sunder; He burneth the chariot in the fire.” Psalm  
46:8, 9.

“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give 
place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is Mine; I will 
repay, saith the Lord”. Romans 12:19. 

 6 - Jesus Again Reveals the Valvue of Love.

Physical and moral violence are strictly prohibited: “Ye 
have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt 
not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judg-
ment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his 
brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: 
and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in dan-
ger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall 
be in danger of hell fire.” Matthew 5:21, 22.

Every form of revenge, pressure, or reprisal, with which 
one returns evil for evil, must cease. “Ye have heard that it 

hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 
But I say unto you , That ye resist not evil: but whosoever 
shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other 
also.” Matthew 5:38, 39. 

“These words were but a reiteration of the teaching of the 
Old Testament. It is true that the rule, ‘Eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth’ (Leviticus 24:20), was a provision in the laws given 
through Moses; but it was a civil statute. None were justified 
in avenging themselves, for they had the words of the Lord: 
‘Say not thou, I will recompense evil.’ ‘Say not, I will do so to 
him as he hath done to me.’ ‘Rejoice not when thine enemy 
falleth.’ ‘If he that hateth thee be hungry, give him bread to 
eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink.’ Proverbs 
20:22; 24:29, 17; 25:21, 22, R.V., margin. 

“The whole earthly life of Jesus was a manifestation of 
this principle. It was to bring the bread of life to His enemies 
that our Saviour left His home in heaven. Though calumny 
and persecution were heaped upon Him from the cradle to 
the grave, they called forth from Him only the expression of 
forgiving love. Though the prophet Isaiah He says, ‘I gave My 
back to the smiters, and My cheeks to them that plucked 
off the hair: I hid not My face from shame and spitting.’ ‘He 
was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His 
mouth: He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His 
mouth.’ Isaiah 30:6; 53:7. And from the cross of Calvary 
there come down through the ages His prayer for His murder-
ers and the message of hope to the dying thief.” –Thoughts 
from the Mount of Blessing, p. 70.

Our actions toward others should radiate the kindness 
with which we ourselves wish to be treated; that is, accord-
ing to the “golden rule” of Matthew 7:12. “Therefore all 
things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.”

The Christian way of fighting violence in all its varied 
forms consists, according to the Bible, of specific behavior 
that recognizes no use of force but rather active love toward 
one’s neighbor. Matthew 5:39, 41. “And if any man will sue 
thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy 
cloke also.” Matthew 5:40. 

In the example of Jesus, we see that there is only one 
method that overcomes evil in every form, and that is good-
ness. We must leave vengeance to the Lord.

“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give 
place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is Mine; I will 
repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed 
him; if he thirst, thou shalt give him drink: for in so doing 
thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be ye not overcome 
of evil, but overcome evil with good.” Romans 12:19-21.

This may be very difficult for the flesh; but according to 
Christ’s teachings, there is no more effective system.

In times of war or persecution, we have two possibilities 
for escaping from danger zone as quickly as possible: Prayer 
and flight. “But when they persecute you in this city, flee 
ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have 
gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.” 
Matthew 10:23. 

“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desola-
tion,… flee into the mountains:… Let him which is on the 
housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 
Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his 
clothes.” Matthew 24:15-18.
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We should not be in agreement with the attitude of James 
or John, who referred to the experience of Elijah. Luke 9:51-53. 

“And when His disciples James and John saw this, they 
said, Lord, wilt Thou that we command fire to come down 
from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did? But 
He turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what 
manner of spirit ye are of.” Luke 9:54, 55. 

If such a rebuke was correct in the time of an Elijah, 
we should recognize that the men who lived under the old 
covenant lived under laws different from those after Christ’s 
birth. Jesus would also condemn it if we would display such 
behavior.

Our mission is to be carried out in the mind of Christ; 
meaning God’s salvation is to be preached to sinful men for 
the strengthening of body and soul. “So then they that are in 
the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but 
in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now 
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” 
Romans 8:8, 9.

“For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, 
but to save them.” Luke 9:56.

True Christian love encompasses not only love 
for one’s neighbor but also for enemies and perse-
cutors. “Ye have heard that it hath been said, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine 
enemy. But I say unto you, Love your en-
emies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully 
use you, and persecute you; 
That ye may be the children 
of your Father which is in 
heaven: for He maketh His 
sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the 
just and on the unjust. For if ye love 
them which love you, what reward have 
ye? do not even the publicans the same? 
And if ye salute your brethren only, what do 
ye more than others? do not even the publicans 
so?” Matthew 5:43-47. See also Luke 6:27-36.

Jesus was slandered, but He never slandered 
others. He was struck but never struck back. He was 
tortured, but He sought no revenge. He lovingly forgave ev-
eryone. 

“Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth: 
Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suf-
fered, He threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that 
judgeth righteously.” 1 Peter 2:22, 23.

“And when they were come to the place, which is called 
Calvary, there they crucified Him,…

 “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do!” Luke 23:33, 34.

Just as love was the stimulus for Jesus’ every action, so 
this divine love must be imprinted in the life of every Chris-
tian. “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.” 
John 13:34.

Love–love for God and man–is the greatest command-
ment. “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 

the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets.” Matthew 22:37-40.

“He who is imbued with the Spirit of Christ abides in 
Christ. The blow that is aimed at him falls upon the Saviour, 
who surrounds him with His presence. Whatever comes to 
him comes from Christ. He has no need to resist evil, for Christ 
is his defense. Nothing can touch him except by our Lord’s 
permission, and ‘all things’ that are permitted ‘work together 
for good to them that love God.’ Romans 8:28.” –Thoughts 
from the Mount of Blessing, p. 71.

7 - Before Rulers

It is our duty to give to Caesar (the government) the 
things which are Caesar’s but unto the Lord that which is 
the Lord’s. It is not right before God to give Caesar what is 
the Lord’s, as is the case with military service, for there the 
whole person, spirit, soul, and body, is submitted to officers 

in charge, who then control him. “Tell us therefore, What 
thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, 

or not? But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and 
said, Why tempt ye Me, ye hypocrites? Shew Me 

the tribute money. And they brought unto Him 
a penny. And He saith unto them, Whose 

is this image and superscription? They 
say unto Him, Caesar’s. Then saith He 

unto them, Render therefore unto 
Caesar the things which are Cae-

sar’s; and unto God the things 
that are God’s.” Matthew 
22:17-21.

Our obligation to the
goverment consists of:

•   Observing the laws of the state and 
paying taxes. “For for this cause pay ye 

tribute also: for they are God’s ministers, at-
tending continually upon this very thing. Render 

therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute 
is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; 

honour to whom honour.” Romans 13:6, 7. 
•   Respecting government officials and showing them due 

respect according to their responsibilities.
“Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 

Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto 
governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the puish-
ment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. 
For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men: As free, and not using 
your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants 
of God.” 1 Peter 2:13-16.

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God: the powers that be are or-
dained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, 
resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall re-
ceive to themselves damnation. For rulers are not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil. 

Wilt thou then not be afraid of the powers? do that which 
is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the 
minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which 
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is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for 
he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be subject, 
not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. For for this 
cause pay ye tribute also; for they are God’s ministers, at-
tending continually upon this very thing.” Romans 13:1-6.

•   Supporting rulers through prayer so we may be permitted 
to lead a quiet and honorable life. “I exhort you therefore, 
that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for 
all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” 1 Timothy 
2:1, 2. 

•   Being ready to do every good deed and to treat our neigh-
bor with kindness and gentleness. “Put them in mind to be 
subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, 
to be ready to every good work, To speak evil of no man, 
to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto 
all men.” Titus 3:1, 2.
• Giving authorities attention and respect. “Honour all 

men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the 
king.” 1 Peter 2:17.

• However, if authorities give orders that are con-
trary to God’s commandments, the believer 

will refuse to obey, as did Daniel, the three 
young men in the Babylonian court, and 

many others. See Daniel 3:14-18. 
“Nebuchadnezzar spake 

and unto them, Is it true, O 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, do not ye serve 

my gods, nor worship the gold-
en image which I have set up?… 

But if ye worship not, ye shall be 
cast the same hour into the midst of 

a burning fiery furnace;… Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego, answered and said to 

the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful 
to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God 

whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning  
fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out from thine hand, 

O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up.” Daniel 3:14-18. See also Daniel 6:7-23.

• If authorities make improper demands in areas of faith 
and conscience which are based on the Bible, it is our sacred 
duty faithfully to fulfill God’s will. We should obey God rather 
than men; He is over all human laws.  “

…Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ye.” Acts 4:19.

“Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We 
ought to obey God rather than men.” Acts 5:29.

“We are to receive this word as supreme authority. We 
are to recognize human government as an ordinance of di-
vine appointment, and teach obedience to it as a sacred duty, 
within its legitimate sphere.But when its claims conflict with 
the claims of God, we must obey God rather than man. God’s 
word must be recognized as above all human legislation. A 
‘Thus saith the Lord’ is not to be set aside for a ‘Thus saith the 
church’ or a ‘Thus saith the state.’ ” -The Acts of the Apostles, 
p. 69.

• On the basis of God’s word–”We ought to obey God rath-
er men”– we give human authorities only conditional obedi-
ence.

“Here it is eminently plain that one human being does 
not have the right to control matters of faith and conscience 
for others. When human laws are found to be in opposition 
to the divine laws, we must obey the latter irrespective of 
the consequences which our subjection to God’s will might 
bring. Thousands of martyrs suffered dungeon, torture and 
death rather than transgress God’s commandments in order 
to obey man’s enactments.” –The Bible Made Plain, Pacific 
Press Publishing Association, Brookfield, IL, p. 97.

“…Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ye.” Acts 4:19. 

“Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, 
We ought to obey God rather than men.” Acts 5:29. 

“We are to receive this word as supreme authority. We 
are to recognize human government as an ordinance of di-
vine appointment, and teach obedience to it as a sacred duty, 
within its legitimate sphere. But when its claims conflict with 
the claims of God, we must obey God rather than man. God’s 
word must be recognized as above all human legislation. A 
‘Thus saith the Lord’ is not to be set aside for a ‘Thus saith 
the church’ or a ‘Thus saith the state.’ ” –The Acts of the 
Apostles, p. 69.

•  On the basis of God’s word–”We ought to obey God rather 
men”– we give human authorities only conditional obedi-
ence.“Here it is eminently plain that one human being 
does not have the right to control matters of faith and 
conscience for others. When human laws are found to 
be in opposition to the divine laws, we must obey the 
latter irrespective of the consequences which our sub-
jection to God’s will might bring. Thousands of martyrs 
suffered dungeon, torture and death rather than trans-
gress God’s commandments in order to obey man’s 
enactments.” –The Bible Made Plain, Pacific Press 
Publishing Association, Brookfield, IL, p. 97.“Be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” Romans 
12:21. 

8 - John the Baptist and the Soldiers 

“And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And 
what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no 
man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your 
wages.” Luke 3:14.

Why did John not object to military service but only to ex-
tortion and false accusation? His mission preceded Christ, and 
his preaching occurred before Christ presented His teachings 
concerning the true character of Christianity.

What was the main thought concerning the kingdom at 
the time of John? His answer was given according to his un-
derstanding of the kingdom in the light of the old covenant. 
The authorities still possessed the right to require an eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth. In the Sermon on the Mount and 
in other instructions, Jesus imparted fuller light.

Did John the Baptist clearly understand the peaceable na-
ture of the divine kingdom, or did he believe that Jesus would 
assume power by force? “…The kingdom which John had 
confidently expected was not established…. “There was no 
desplay of arms,…” –Education, p. 157.
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“Like the Saviour’s disciples, John the Baptist did not un-
derstand the nature of Christ’s kingdom. He expected Jesus 
to take the throne of David;…” –The Desire of Ages, p. 215. 

“He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of 
the earth is earthly; and speaketh of the earth: He that com-
eth from heaven is above all.” “For He whom God hath sent 
speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by 
measure unto Him.” John 3:31, 34.

9 - The Centurion from Capernaum 

Does the miracle which Jesus performed for the centu-
rion’s servant show that Jesus approved of military service? 
“And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came 
unto him a centurion, beseeching him, And saying, Lord, my 
servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. 
And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. The 
centurion answered and said, Lord I am not worthy that 
thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word 
only, and my servant shall be healed. For I am a man 
under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say 
to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, 
Come and he cometh; and to my servant, Do 
this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard 
it, He marvelled, and said to them that 
followed, Verily I say unto you, I have 
not found so great faith, no, not in 
Israel. And I say unto you, That 
many shall come from the 
east and west, and shall 
sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of heav-
en. But, the children of the 
kingdom shall be cast out into 
outer darkness: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. And 
Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy 
way; and as thou hast believed, so be it 
done unto thee. And his servant was healed 
in the selfsame hour.” Matthew 8:5-13.

This miracle of Jesus in healing the centurion’s 
servant is not an approval of military service simply 
because He responded positively to the request, for He 
also helped Samaritans and publicans, who were consid-
ered the most unrighteous; and He also healed paralyzed 
and possessed people who never became His followers.

Did this centurion thus receive a special message from 
Jesus in regard to his military profession?

The gospel reports nothing about this or about what hap-
pened to him in his later life. One thing is sure, however, that 
this miracle and the message he received from the Saviour 
were themselves a motivation to search more deeply into the 
truth and thus recognize that a military career is not accord-
ing to the divine ideal of a disciple of Christ.

10 - “Give to Caesar That Which Is Caesar’s”

Is it right to pay taxes to a heathen government? 
“And they sent out unto Him their disciples with the 

Herodians, saying, Master, we know that Thou art true, and 
teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest Thou for any 

man: for Thou regardest not the person of men. Tell us there-
fore, What thinkest Thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto 
Caesar, or not? But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and 
said, Why tempt ye Me, ye hypocrites? Shew Me the tribute 
money. And they brought unto him a penny. And He saith 
unto them. Whose is this image and superscription? They 
say unto Him, Caesar’s. Then saith He unto them, Render 
therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and 
unto God the things that are God’s.” Matthew 22:16-21.

It appears that there was no unity among the Jews on 
this point. If Jesus answered, “It is right,” they would hold 
Him for an apostate, a friend of the Roman occupation and 
not of the people. To some, paying taxes to the Roman state 
amounted to submission to a heathen authority. They be-
lieved that in such a case, one created in God’s image would 
deny the authority of God. However, if He answered, “It is not 
right,” He would immediately be accused and condemned 
by Caesar as a revolutionary.

“And they watched Him, and sent forth spies, which 
should feign themselves just men, that they might

take hold of His words, that so they might de-
liver Him unto the power and authority of the 

governor.” Luke
20:20. 

According to what standard does 
one distinguish between God’s prop-

erty and that of Caesar (the state)? 
“Shew Me a penny. Whose im-

age and superscription hath 
it? They answered and 

said, Caesar’s.” Luke 
20:24.
“Know ye not, that to 

whom ye yield yourselves 
servants to obey, his servants ye 

are to whom ye obey; whether of 
sin unto death, or of obedience unto 

righteousness?” Romans 6:16.
“Whose image and superscription hath 

it?” Jesus asked. The coin carried the picture 
and name of the Caesar, so it belonged to Cae-

sar. Since it came from him, it rightfully belonged 
to him. 
Does man also belong to him? We are created in 

God’s image, so we belong to God and should place our-
selves in His service. 

In this case, Jesus was referring only to money that 
should be given as tax to the state. The Scriptures say that 
we should submit to the authorities and respect them. No-
where does it say that our person belongs to Caesar for the 
purpose of carrying weapons.

What different points did Jesus stress here?

A clear difference was demonstrated between God and the state.
• A distinction should be made between divine things 

(that which God created) and human things (that which 
comes from the state). 

• Our obligation to give back to Caesar what comes from 
him and to God what comes from Him is specified. Money 
comes from the Caesar (the state); man comes from God 
and receives the noble dignity of being a child of God.
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• It is emphasized that taxes should be paid for the ser-
vices provided to us but also that we should give ourselves 
unconditionally, with all that we have, to the Lord, our Cre-
ator and Redeemer.

11 - Buy a Sword 

What unusual wish did Jesus express to His disciples at 
one of the most difficult moments of His ministry?

“Buy a sword,” was Jesus’ unusual request to His dis-
ciples the night that He was betrayed. “And He said unto 
them, When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, 
lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing. Then said He 
unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, 
and likewise his scrip:and he that hath no sword, let him

sell his garment, and buy one.” Luke 22:35, 36.
This was exactly the opposite of what He had said con-

cerning the provision for a missionary journey: 
“Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, 

Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, 
nor yet staves; for the workman is worthy of his meat.” 

Matthew 10:9, 10.
But now they were to provide themselves with 

a sword, exactly the opposite of what had been 
taught before. Why? What did He want to ex-

press with this? 

How do some interpret this order 
of Jesus?

Some Bible expositors in 
the “Jerusalem Bible” (Cath-
olic), as well  as others, in-

terpret this as being a spiritual 
command. And since Jesus cut 

them short by saying, “It is enough,” 
when He was shown the two swords, it 

might be so construed. According to these 
researchers, Jesus meant a “spiritual sword,” 

not a material one. The disciples did not under-
stand Jesus and made a mistake by procuring two 

swords. Is that true?
It is noteworthy that, without Jesus forbidding it, the 

disciples obtained two swords–or daggers, as Tertullian 
calls them–in the days when they were staying in the room 
where the passover was held. Did He make a still greater 
mistake than before by remaining quiet? Why did He allow 
these swords or daggers to be brought along?

Would Jesus have permitted that if He had meant a “spir-
itual sword”? Would Jesus not have corrected this before they 
went out to get the swords? If they had made a mistake in 
wrongly understanding Jesus, was that not a greater mistake 
than obtaining a dagger? Why did Jesus correct neither the 
thought nor the act? Why did he permit them to purchase 
two swords and take them with them when they went out?

How does one explain the request and the permission to 
carry these swords at such a special time? You can’t simply 
say that the disciples were entitled to carry these weapons, 
as some have erroneously believed. If that were the case, 
what was the need to give the command at the very last 
minute? It would have also been necessary for the disciples 
before, when they walked alone on the roads amid all kinds 
of dangers, as sheep amid the wolves.

There had to be another reason, and in the gospel of Luke 
Jesus explained exactly what the issue was, for this had to 
be fulfilled according to the Scriptures: “For I say unto you, 
that this that is written must yet be accomplished in Me, And 
He was reckoned among the transgressors: for the things 
concerning Me have an end.” Luke 22:37 (Isaiah 53:12).

The word “For,” with which verse 37 begins, explains 
why He said to buy a sword, for the Scriptures must be ful-
filled that He would be numbered with the transgressors. 

What did the carrying of weapons indicate?

The verse in Mark 15:28, “And He was numbered with 
the transgressors,” is very meaningful. It shows that it is 
enough to carry a sword, a dagger, or simply a knife, as the 
original expression “machara” implies, for one to be con-
sidered an offender. If one must absolutely avoid carrying a 
weapon, a dagger, a sword, or only a knife, how much more 
should one think carefully before using such an instrument! 

What serious reprimand did Peter hear, because he didn’t 
grasp the true prophetic reason and used the weapon? “Then 
said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: 
for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.” 
Matthew 26:52.

What Jesus made Peter to understand, He says to all. 
This deals with a fundamental principle of Christian faith 
concerning the carrying and use of weapons: “For all they 
[whoever] that take the sword shall perish with the sword.”

What is the logical conclusion regarding this episode? 
The Scriptures show that here we are dealing with a one-
time demand of such a type, a symbolic gesture; standing 
alone in the life of Jesus, it was accompanied by blameless 
behavior and for the purpose of prophetic fulfillment, for the 
Scriptures must be fulfilled.

That Jesus did not sanction the carrying of weapons even 
for personal defense is witnessed by:

• The sharp rebuke directed to Peter, which was also an 
admonition to all not to touch weapons;

• The answer Jesus gave to Pilate a few hours later: “Je-
sus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if My king-
dom were of this world, then would My servants fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is My kingdom 
not from hence.” John 18:36.

“Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing; but con-
trariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that 
ye should inherit a blessing.” 1 Peter 3:9.
 
12 - The Centurion Cornelius

What can we say concerning the conversion of this Ro-
man office to Christianity? See Acts 10:1-48.

Cornelius was a religious man who did many good deeds. 
He had become acquainted with God through the Jews; and, 
as they, he had only a limited knowledge of the saving gos-
pel. When, through Peter, he received the message of Christ 
as the Saviour of all mankind, he and his whole family be-
lieved and also received the Holy Spirit. 

What other truth may we imagine was also imparted to 
him by the apostle of the Lord? “Then Simon Peter having a 
sword drew it, and smote the high priest’s servant, and cut 
off his right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus.” John 
18:10.
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“Then said the Lord unto him, Put up again thy sword 
into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish 
with the sword.” Matthew 26:51, 52.

Could Peter, who had been so rebuked by Christ for using 
a sword, leave Cornelius in darkness concerning this point? 
As a centurion, he not only carried a sword but commanded 
a band of soldiers. Or was it not much more his responsibility 
to call on the centurion to leave the military service, for “All 
that take the sword shall perish with the sword,” as Jesus 
had said to him? Without a doubt, Peter must have talked to 
Cornelius about this, especially since he was led to him in a 
supernatural way. In the following days which he spent with 
him, he would have enlightened him concerning the different 
points of truth, as is the duty of every true shepherd. 

We should note here that two different doctrines or two 
positions do not exist in Christianity; that is, that there are 
two classes of people, one that will be unpunished if they 
carry and use weapons, and the other that will be punished.

Is it possible that the Holy Spirit has two different 
measures? It is written that the Holy Spirit is given to 
those who are willing to obey, so they may grow 
in truth and faithfulness: “And we are His wit-
nesses of these things; and so is also the Holy 
Ghost, whom God hath given to them that 
obey Him.” Acts 5:32. “Howbeit when 
He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He 
will guide you into all truth: for He 
shall not speak of Himself; but 
whatsoever He shall hear, 
that shall He speak: and 
He will shew you things 
to come.” John 16:13. 

If the Lord sent the 
Holy Spirit even before his 
baptism, He must have rec-
ognized his spirit of willing obe-
dience. The Lord does not have a 
double standard. He treats everyone 
in the same way. “Then Peter opened his 
mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that 
God is no respecter of persons.” Acts 10:34.

After the centurion Cornelius received the Holy 
Spirit, he was no doubt instructed in the will of God 
to relinquish the old life of service in the Roman army 
and to begin a new Christian life as a soldier of Christ.

“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That 
ye may be the children of your Father which is in heav-
en:…” Matthew 5:44, 45.

13 - The Christian’s Witness

In the following texts, we can see what thoughts prevail 
concerning authorities:

“Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Cae-
sar’s;…” Matthew 22:21.

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.” Ro-
mans 13:1. 

“I exhort therefore, that first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For 
kings, and for all that are in authority.” 1 Timothy 2:1, 2.

“Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and 
powers, to obey magistrates.” Titus 3:1.

“Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto 
governors as unto them that are sent by him for the punish-
ment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.” 1 
Peter 2:13, 14.

In the text, “For we ourselves also were sometimes fool-
ish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, 
living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another” 
(Titus 3:3), it is emphasized that submission (subjection) is 
not natural to the unconverted man. The carnally minded man 
rebels against God and His law and is also not inclined to 
submit to authority.

Why was civil authority instituted? “…For the punishment of 
evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.” 1 Peter 2:14.

“For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. 
Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is 

good, and thou shalt have praise of the same.” Romans 
13:3.

“…That we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in all godliness and honesty.” 1 Timothy 2:2. 

Do we give a good testimony if we do not 
want to acknowledge the institutions given 

by God for maintaining proper order? “For 
so is the will of God, that with well 

doing ye may put to silence the ig-
norance of foolish men.” 1 Peter 

2:15.
It is not uncondition-

al obedience that the 
apostles recommend. 

They did not think that in 
the slightest. 
The “newly converted,” who 

were not yet ready to submit fully 
to authorities and full of feelings of ha-

tred and contempt because of injustice 
done to them, were taught not to despise or 

ignore the authorities, not to challenge or defy 
them, but to esteem them by paying taxes and 

treat them with respect and decorum. In this way 
Christians give the world around them a good witness, 

and no one can give a negative witness concerning God’s 
people.

Does this submissiveness mean absolute obedience to the 
authorities? The word “submit” is frequently used in the Holy 
Scriptures.”Let every soul be subject [submit] unto the higher 
powers.” Romans 13:1.

“Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of 
God. Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, 
as unto the Lord.” Ephesians 5:21, 22. “That ye submit 
yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with 
us, and laboureth.” 1 Corinthians 16:16. See also 1 Pe-
ter 2:13; Titus 3:1; Romans 13:1-7. In all of these texts, 
“submit” does not mean unconditional submission which 
requires setting aside God’s will or one’s own conscience; 
rather, the Christian’s obligation is understood to be a sim-
ple submission, respect, and loyalty. In Romans 13:12, 
Paul addressed the Christians and those who wanted to be 
Christians, and wrote: “Let us therefore cast off the works 
of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.”
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“No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate 
the one,and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, 
and despise the other.” Matthew 6:24.

“Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servantsto 
obey, his servants ye are to whom, ye obey; whether ofsin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righteousness.” Romans 6:16. 
  
14 - Medical Service in the Military - Support of War 
Service?    
   

To go into this point, here are a fex statements from the 
[U.S.] Army Field Manual:

Support of fighting forces
1. “The Army Medical Service is a supporting service 

of the combat elements of the Army primarily con-
cerned with the maintenance of health and efficien-

cy of the troops.” –Army Field Manual FM 8-10, 
p. 17.

Contribution to military  attack:
2. “The mission of the medical 

service in a theater of operations is 
to conserve manpower by rec-

ommending, and providing 
technical supervision of the 

implementation of, measures 
for safeguarding the health of the  

troops, effective medical care, and 
early return to duty; and to contribute 

directly to the military effort by providing 
medical treatment and rapid, orderly evac-

uation for the sick and wounded.” –Army Field 
Manual FM 8-10, p. 17.
Restoration to duty in the shortest time

3. Not all medics work in the field,  of course, but it 
should be borne in mind that “the objective of all hospital-

ization is to return a maximum number of patients within a 
minimum period.” –Army Field Manual FM 8-10, p. 33.

Every form of military service contributes to the war effort. 
The medical service belongs to that. It would not be so if once 
the sick and wounded soldiers became well they would be 
subsequently released from military service.

Medical service cannot be compared with the beneficial 
work of the good Samaritan. We are glad to help others in case 
of emergency. As we know, the good Samaritan was not in the 
army. As a simple citizen, he gave help voluntarily to a fellow 
citizen. Neither he nor the victim served in an unjust cause. 
The good Samaritan personally sacrificed time, money, and 
care. Medics, by comparison, are supported by the military 
machine; and their service has the ultimate goal of making 
wounded soldiers battle ready.
 
15 - Will a Follower of Christ Carry Weapons?

The Holy Scriptures confirm:
1. The Lord destroys weapons and eradicates them by fire: 

“Come, behold the works of the Lord, what desolations He 
hath made in the earth. He maketh wars to cease unto the 
end of the earth; He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear 
in sunder; He burneth the chariot in the fire.” Psalm 46:8, 9.

2.  The Lord delivers from weapons: “And I will cut off the chariot 

from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle 
bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the hea-
then: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and 
from the river even to the ends of the earth.” Zechariah 9:10.

3.  The Christian does not use weapons; rather he will make tools 
out of them: “And He shall judge among the nations, and 
shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more.” Isaiah 2:4.

4.  The Christian transforms weapons into work tools and will not 
take weapons in his hands. “And He shall judge among many 
people, and rebuke strong nations afar off, and they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more.” Micah 4:3.

5.  The Christian’s battle is not carnal. Therefore, his armor is 
not human but divine. “Put on the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For 
we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principali-
ties, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore 
take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand.” Ephesians 6:11-13.

6.  A follower of Christ lays down all earthly weapons and 
puts on the armor of light: “The night is far spent, the day 
is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armour of light.” Romans 13:12. 

7.  A Christian does not carry military weapons: “For the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong holds.” 2 Cor-
inthians 10:4. 

8. Jesus is our example in all things. Can we imagine Jesus 
with a military weapon in His hand? If not, can we carry 
such things?

 
16 - Position of Ellen G. White   
          

The germ in the seed grows by the unfold unfolding of 
the life-principle which God has implanted. Its development 
depends upon no human power. So it is with the kingdom of 
Christ. It is a new creation. Its principles of development are 
the opposite of those that rule the kingdoms of this world. 
Earthly governments prevail by physical force; they maintain 
their dominion by war; but the founder of the new kingdom is 
the Prince of Peace. The Holy Spirit represents worldly king-
doms under the symbol of fierce beasts of prey; but Christ is 
‘the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.’ 
John 1:29. In His plan of government there is no employment 
of brute force to compel the conscience. The Jews looked for 
the kingdom of God to be established in the same way as 
the kingdoms of the world. To promote righteousness they 
resorted to external measures. They devised methods and 
plans. But Christ implants a principle. By implanting truth 
and righteousness, He counterworks error and sin.” –Christ’s 
Object Lessons, p. 77.

“After the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the disciples, 
clothed with the divine panoply, went forth as witnesses, to 
tell the wonderful story of the manger and the cross. They 
were humble men, but they went forth with the truth. After 
the death of their Lord they were a helpless, disappointed, 
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discouraged company– as sheep without a whepherd; but 
now they go forth as witnesses for the truth, with no weap 
ons but the word and Spirit of God, to triumph over all op-
position.” –Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, 
pp. 66, 67.“‘Whereunto,’ asked Christ, ‘shall we liken the 
kingdom of God or with what comparison shall we com 
are it?’ Mark 4:30. He could not employ the kingdoms of 
the world as a similitude. In society He found nothing with 
which to compare it. Earthly kingdoms rule by the ascendan-
cy of physical power; but from Christ’s kingdom every car-
nal weapon, every instrument of coercion, is banished. This 
kingdom is to uplift and ennoble humanity. God’s church is 
the court of holy life, filledwith varied  ifts and endowed with 
the Holy Spirit. The mem ers are to find their happiness in 
the happiness of those whom they help and bless.” –The 
Acts of the Apostles, p.  12.

17 - In Which Army?

Neither the kingdom of Christno nor the Chris-
tian are of this world. “Jesus answered, My 
kingdom is not of this world: if My kingdom 
were of this world, then would My servants 
fight,  hat I should not be delivered to 
the Jews: but now is My kingdom not 
from hence.” John 18:36..“They 
are not of the world, even as I 
am not of the world.” John 
17:16.

Satan is the prince 
of this world. “And the 
devil, taking Him up into 
an high mountain, shewed 
unto Him all the kingdoms of 
the world in a moment of time. 
And the devil said unto Him, All this 
power will I give Thee, and the glory of 
them: for that is delivered unto Me; and to 
whomsoever I will I give it. If Thou therefore 
wilt worship me, all shall be Thine.” Luke 4:5-7.
The governments of this world are against God and 
Christ. “The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers 
were gathered together against the Lord, and against His 
Christ.” Acts 4:26. 

They are led into war by evil spirits. “And I saw three un-
clean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, 
and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of 
the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, working 
miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of 
the world, to gatherthem to the battle of that great day of 
God Almighty.” Revelation 16:13, 14. The reason for war 
is sin. “From whence come wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your 
members?” James 4:1. Satan’s interest is to kindle passion 
and thus involve people in war. “The powers from beneath 
are stirred with deep intensity. War and bloodshed are the 
result. The moral atmosphere is poisoned with cruel, horrible 
doings. The spirit of strife is spreading; it abounds in every 
place.” –Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, p. 249. 

“Satan delights in war, for it excites the worst passions 
of the soul and then sweeps into eternity its victims steeped 
in vice and blood. it is his object to incite the nations to war 

against one another, for he can thus divert the minds of the 
people from the work of preparation to sand in the day of 
God.” –The Great Controversy, p. 589. As followers of Jesus 
we should have in no way anything to do with war, for he 
that takes weapons will perish with weapons. “For though 
we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh.” 2 Cor-
inthians 10:4. 

“Then said Jesus unto him, “Put up again thy sword into 
his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with 
the sword.” Matthew 26:52. As Christians, we cannot in any 
manner fight in the armies of this world. “Jesus answered, 
My kingdom is not of this world: if My kingdom were of this 
world, then would My servants fight, that I should not be de-
livered to the Jews: but now is My kingdom not from hence.” 
John 18:36.

Weapons which kill people are not suitable for God’s 
people, for their weapons are spiritual. “Put on the whole 

armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not agsinst 

flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 

this world, against spiritual wickedness in 
high places. Wherefore take unto you the 

whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand. Stand 
therefore, having your loins 

girt about with truth, and 
having on the breastplate 

of righteousness; And 
your feet shod with the 

preparaion of the gospel 
of peace; Above all, taking 

the shield of faith, wherewith 
ye shall be able to quench all the 

fiery darts of the wicked. And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God.” Ephe-
sians 6:11- 17.

Our exercises should consist of the divine art 
of love, not of military exercises to learn the devilish 

work of war. “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and perse-
cute you.” Matthew 5:44. “And He shall judge among the 
nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more.” Isaiah 2:4.

The host of God’s kingdom is led by the Prince of Peace, 
whereas the army of this world is led by the prince of dark-
ness. There is no relationship between these two opposing 
armies. “And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also 
raise up us by His own power. Know ye not that your bodies 
are the members of Christ? Shall I then take the members 
of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God 
forbid. What? know ye not that he which isjoined to an har-
lot is one body? for two, saith He, shall be one flesh. But he 
that is joined unto the Lord is one flesh [German, spirit].” 1 
Corinthians 6:14-17. 
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The mission of this world’s armies is primarily to defend 
their homeland through violence. By contrast, the mission of 
the Christian is to reject violence and make peace. “For he is 
the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which 
is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he 
is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil.” Romans 13:4. “And I saw the beast, and 
the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together 
to make war against Him that sat on the horse, and against 
His army.” Revelation 19:19. “And your feet shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace.” Ephesians 6:15. “Know 
ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to obey; whether of sin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness?” Romans 6:16.

As God’s people, we are clearly urged to leave the fallen 
organizations so as not to partake of their sins. If we should 
leave the fallen churches for this purpose, we should much 
more keep our distance from the armies of this world, be-
cause they are led by evil spirits and fight against Jesus. Rev-
elation 18:4; 16:14; 19:19. “Come out of her, My people, 

that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not 
of her plagues.” Revelation 18:4. 

When we serve in an earthly army, we cannot at the 
same time give a proper testimony that we are preparing 
for a heavenly kingdom. “For our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Philippians 3:20.  “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, 
quit you like men, be strong.” 1 Corinthians 16:13. “Be ye 
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fel-
lowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness?” 2 Corinthians 6:14. 

 

Stand up! Stand up for Jesus

1. Stand up, stand up for Jesus
ye soldiers of the cross;
lift high his royal banner,
it must not suffer loss:
from vict’ry unto vict’ry
his army he shall lead,
‘til ev’ry foe is vanquished,
and Christ is Lord indeed.

2. Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
the trumpet call obey;
forth to the mighty conflict
in this his glorious day:
ye that are men now serve him
against unnumbered foes;
let courage rise with danger,
and strength to strength oppose.

3. Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
stand in his strength alone;
the arm of flesh will fail you,

ye dare not trust your own:
put on the gospel armor,
each piece put on with pray’r;

where duty calls, or danger,

be never wanting there.

4. Stand up, stand up for Jesus,

the strife will not be long;

this day the noise of battle,

the next the victor’s song:

to him that overcometh

a crown of life shall be;

he with the King of glory

shall reign eternally.

–George Duffield, 1858 (1818-1888)
George J. Webb 1837 (1803-1887)
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